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Liberty Love

Missing the Mark

/<f/f/announces some engaging couples
and their stories of bliss.

Opinion analyzes gun control
and why it's not hitting the
target.

See page 7

See page 5

1,000 and counting
Katie Feenstra joins the ranks of Liberty's finest
and breaks the school record for most points
score in one game, all in the same night.
See page 12
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Pro skater Alderson finds the grind at LU

FEBRUARY 10,2004

"Thunder" worker
addresses crime
of pedophilia
By Sara Lesley
COPY EDITOR

MICHAEL TROXEL

WICKED BALANCE- Pro rollerblader Joseph Alderson would rather have raspberry mochas than the drugs and alcohol that surround him in the world of "aggressive skating."
By Gabriel Wasson
NEWS REPORTER

To the normal student, Liberty University's campus consists of,
among other things, the Vines Center, the Arthur S. DeMoss Learning
. 4 Center, the Religion Hall, and the myriad of dorms. However, in the eyes
of Joseph Alderson, a junior English major from Danville, Va., this cam' p'Ls iS^i'uiiuis'cbvSre^'lrate'park.
Alderson is quick to point out the "hot spots" on campus: a backside
royale 360 on the rail at dorm 13, the "22 kink 22" rail at dorm 1, the stairgap at dorm 9, a fishbrain trick on the kink rail at dorm 28, and the prize of
all campus rails, the "Marriott kink rail."
I met Alderson last semester in my Early American Literature class,
and I soon found out that there was something different about this guy.
Alderson has been skating for 10 years and has been skating competitively for eight years. He first gained exposure into the skating sub-culture after frequenting skateboard shops in North Carolina. Alderson

soon realized that "there is a lot more to skating than just jumping over
trash cans."
After quickly gaining exposure on the professional skating circuit,
Alderson achieved "flow rider" status by gaining sponsorship from a large
corporation out of New York called FR and also Fila.
In 1998 and 1999, Alderson placed in the top 20 in the Southeast .
regional stage of the Aggressive Skaters Association (ASA) skate park
contest. In January 2003, Alderson traveled to Washington D.C. and
Norfolk, Va. and placed in the top 10 of the East Coast True Street Contest (ECTSC). Last semester Alderson skated in the Monsters of Roll circuit. He is planning on competing in the Eye for an Eye tour held later
this year in Minneapolis, Minn.
Alderson first used skating as an escape from his troubled family background. Eventually, skating provided opportunities for Alderson to hear
about having a relationship with Christ. '_
Please See SKATER, page 3

General Assembly considers raising VTAG awards
By Alicia Wotring
NEWS REPORTER

The cost of higher education seems to be
increasing constantly, and many students, especially those at private universities, feel the
financial stress. One look in the pantry may
reveal an assortment of Ramen noodles and
Kraft Easy Mac, a sure sign that students are
cutting costs and trying to save as much money
as they can. However, Virginia residents may
get a break.
The Virginia General Assembly met January
26 to discuss the possibility of raising Virginia's
Tuition Assistance Grant by nearly $200 per
student.
"Any [Virginia resident] who goes to a private
school in the state of Virginia...is eligible for [the
VTAG]. It's a good deal for Virginia residents,"
said Ernie Rogers, the executive assistant to
President Borek.
Governor Mark Warner suggested increasing
the VTAG in his state budget proposal. This

year, undergraduate students eligible for VTAG
receive $2,210 a year. In the new proposal, students would receive $2,400 for the fiscal year
2005 and $2,450 for the fiscal year 2006. Graduate students also receive the VTAG, but the
amount is less.
The state is trying to restore the VTAG
amount, which was at one time near $3,000,
which is the grant's limit.
"So what's happened, just in my five years
here, is that it went up and then the last two
years it went down, so now they're voting to
bring it back up." Rogers said.
The proposal will not befinaluntil the spring,
and if it is passed in the assembly, it will then be
subject to the governor's signature. However,
students are still excited about the possibility.
"I think that's incredible," junior Kristen
Teachey said. "Any little bit will help."
Freshman Lindsey Jones would also appreciate the increase.
"I think that's great for me. I'm on a lot of

scholarships here, and I know I'll lose some
because I'm a freshman, so that would be really
good to bring back," Jones said.
Borek says this would also be a great help to
Liberty students.
"It will enable our students to have less of a
financial burden," Borek said. "The more that
we can lessen the financial burden on them, it
allows them to focus on [their] studies and serving God."
Debby McCarthy, the state and veteran program manager for the financial aid office, estimates that almost 2,000 Liberty students
receive the VTAG. In fact, of all the private
schools in Virginia, Liberty students' combined
grant amounts are greater than any other
school's. Through the VTAG, Liberty students
receive nearly $3.8 million..
More information concerning VTAG awards
and the possible increase in grants to come in
the next issue of the Champion. Please check
back next week for continuing information.

Last Thursday night, over 160 Liberty students gathered in DeMoss
1113 to hear a lecture from Captain
Richard Wiita of Blue Ridge Thunder, which is an Internet Crimes
Against Children task force. Located
in Bedford, the task force investigates Internet child exploitation in
Virginia and West Virginia.
Wiita gave a presentation to the
crowded room of students, most of
them psychology majors. "There is a
significant need for people to be
informed on pedophilia," said professor J.J. Cole, the coordinator of the
event. "It's not something openly
spoken about here, but it needs to be
addressed for students who will be
professionals in the field of psychology or counseling," she said.
"I'm living a dream," said Wiita,
who is a graduate of Liberty. "By
doing what I do, I am bringing these
people to justice and I'm protecting
innocent children." He added that he
applies his Christian faith by counseling the children who are preyed
upon by the pedophiles that Blue
Ridge Thunder puts behind bars.
The statistics Wiita gave were both
troubling and promising. Over 2.25
million children are victims of a
worldwide sex trade, which has
turned into a multi-million dollar
industry with the emergence of the
Internet. "Right now, there is a
greater profit margin in child
pornography than there is in dope,"
said Wiita.
Blue Ridge Thunder began utilizing the Internet in 1997 as a means to
catch pedophiles by going online
with the alias of a child. Blue Ridge
currently has a 100 percent conviction rate and has taken 2,600
pedophiles off the street and into the
prison cell. Blue Ridge works closely
with the National Center for Missing
and Exploited Children, which in
2001 had a 94 percent recovery rate
of abducted children.
Wiita went into detail about the
profile of a sexual predator and gave
several examples of pedophiles Blue
Ridge captured through its investigations. Students listening to Wiita's.
lecture heard stories of pedophiles
like Thomas Jenkins, Jimmy Henson
(a former police officer), and Ray
Cannup.

Please see PEDOPHILE, page 4

Racial lines blur as sisters speak out
By Misty Maynard
NEWS REPORTER

Relationships, sex and racial tension were all
issues that were discussed at Tuesday night's
Sister Speak Out. About thirty female students
were present as well as the four panel members
who included Dr. Karen Prior, MISO office
assistant Angela Carter, Dean of Women Regina
Robinson and Dean Michelle Matthews.
The night started with prayer followed by an
activity that illustrated how the girls were to rely
on God's voice alone. Junior Hannah Wiedeman stood at one side of a circle, while another
girl stood at the opposite end. Index cards were
scattered all over the ground and Wiedeman
had to get from one side of the circle to the other
without stepping on the cards. The catch was
that Wiedeman had to make the trip with her
eyes closed, relying only on the directions of the
girl on the other side. Everyone else in the circle
were yelling out directions as well, making it

1

imperative fqr Wiedeman to listen for the one
voice with the true directions.
After this activity, the discussion began.
"The first question was do you feel pressure
to date at Liberty? Followed by, is marriage
overrated on campus? Then we began to talk
about interracial relationships and the discrepancies students on campus have towards the
relationships," senior Daveta Saunders, who
helped organize the event, said.
Interracial dating was a hot topic for the
night, with the consensus of the group being
that it was not wrong, but the couple had to be
aware of the issues they might have to face.
"Well, you can't claim that you don't 'see any
color'," Wiedeman commented on the subject,
"because it's there and you do have to deal with
it."
Also present was senior Kristin Kolb, who
is engaged to someone from a different race.
She was able to shed some light on the conflicts she laced with her parents at the begin-

ning of her relationship.
Other topics of the night
included whether or not the
girls should feel obligated
physically in relationships,
whether dating a guy to
"save" him was acceptable
and the dating "push" at Liberty. All in all, the night was a
rare opportunity for the girls
of all races to get together and
discuss the issues that
weighed heavily on them.
"The discussion clarified a
lot of inner issues in relation to
interracial relationships and
MA IT TRENT
cultural
misconceptions,"
Saunders said. "Personally my PANEL DISCUSSION-ln a meeting that brought together women of diverse
favorite part of the night was backgrounds, current issues of race and relationships were discussed.
seeing the young ladies from
different races and backgrounds open up about Dr. Prior, Dean Robinson and Angela Carter
their concerns, and watching Dean Matthews, share their hearts and experiences."
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The Price is Right
By Chris Price

"I know you are supposed to love your
children, but even unconditional love
has got to have its boundaries. My dad
said he would disown me if I ever
became a Duke fan. Joe should take
some cues from my father."
It is time now for me to give out some
of the most coveted awards that a human
being can ever aspire to obtain. I would
now like to introduce the 2004 Pricies.
The Pricies are selected by a very judicious panel that consists of only me. It
truly is the most sought after award in
pop culture today.
So without further delay your winners
are:
Winner for the "Person who should
never wear the shirt 'Number One Dad'"
award goes to: Joe Jackson.
How on earth do you do such a bad job
of raising your children? Your son is not
only in a legal battle for the second time
concerning indecent behavior with children, but he also says with a straight face
that he is Peter Pan. Not to mention that
his son Michael has a kid he named
"Blanket" and he changes his face to look
more and more like Courtney Cox every
day. Don't even get me started at his
weirdo daughter who put every family in
an awkward situation with her lame
attempt at publicity during the Super
Bowl. I know you are supposed to love
your children, but even unconditional
love has got to have its boundaries. My
dad said he would disown me if I ever
became a Duke fan. Joe should take
some cues from my father.
Winner for the "How are they a
Celebrity?" award goes to: This one is
actually a tie between Macy Gray and
Pauly Shore.
Macy Gray is the musical equivalent of
an asthma attack. She sounds like an 80year-old man with emphysema trying to
hit musical notes. Not to mention she
dresses like every day is Halloween.
Pauly Shore has won this award for 10
years straight. The man is terribly untalented, horrendously unfunny and yet
somehow famous. I guess I should be
lighter on him though. He did give us
great performances in such classics as
Bio-dome and Encino Man.
Winner for the "Dumbest thing done
for charity" award goes to: Sean "P.
Diddy" Combs.

This hip-hop mogul decided it would
be a good idea to run a marathon for New
York Public Schools. That is highly
respectable, and more entertainers
should have his heart. The dumb thing
was that he chose the NYC marathon,
and decided to make a television show
out of it. I don't care how bad you hurt, if
you know everyone will see you punk out
and quit when you don't make it, you
better run like you mean it. It's a good
thing we have people like that, because I
know that if I were rich, I wouldn't run
for anything. I would hire someone to
run for me. I bet if he could do it again he
would go the Dave Matthews route and
just do a free concert in Central Park.
Diddy does get bonus points from me for
making me laugh out loud at the title of
his charade: "Diddy runs the City" That's
genius.
Winner for the "Most played out news
story" award goes to: Ben and J.Lo.
I won't waste any more ink on this,
but I will say that I am glad that they
broke up so that he can go back to his
true love, Matt Damon.
Winner for the "Most extreme sport"
award goes to: the fairly new sport of
crosswalk crossing in front of Religion
Hall.
You should honestly have to wear a
helmet going through there. I think the
scoring system is every time you successfully navigate that section of road without being maimed or disfigured, you
receive a certain amount of points.
Winner for the "Most inventive people" award goes to: the group of Cubans
who turned a car into a boat last week
and tried to get to the U.S.
I am not a huge fan of illegal immigration, but that surely is the American
spirit that they possess. These are the
types of people that we need. If you can
turn a car into a boat, then my friend,
welcome to America.
This is only the first part of the Pricies.
Section two of the awards will be at a
later date. When it comes to awards, The
Price is Right.

Student Life serves up eventful semester
By Ashley Haygood
ASSI . Nl'.ws EDITOR

Student Life has already
kicked off the semester with a
ski trip and soon-to-come Coffeehouse.
"This semester will definitely
be lighter than last one," Student Life staff member Tiffany
Carp said. "We've got Pillar
coming, which is a big undertaking for us."
The Pillar rock concert along
with Jazz nights and a Student
Life tradition, Coffeehouse, will
be a few of the activities on the
roster for the spring semester.
Already started are the
weekly ski trips throughout the
month of February. "Last
semester we had horse riding
trips for the students in February, but that only accommodated 10 students out of 5,000.
Skiing would make the trip
available to more students,"
Carp said.
Ski trips will be running
every Tuesday to Wintergreen
and a $10 fee is collected in
advance to hold your spot on
the bus and to pay for your lift
ticket. Once you arrive in Wintergreen it is only $15 for your
ski rental. "Twenty-five dollars
to ski is a great price for a student on a budget," Carp said.
Student Life suggests that
students check with the Student Life office two weeks in

advance of the skip trip they
want to attend.
In less than a week, the
semi-annual Coffeehouse with
this semester's theme, "Love in
the 80s" will hit the campus.
Dance acts, skits and songs
from yesteryear can be
expected in addition to a special
surprise from a faculty member.

"The surprise surprised even
all of us as Student life staff. It's
something not to miss," Caip
said.
Coffeehouse will be February 13 at 11:30 p.m. in the
Schilling Center. Tickets are $2
in advance sold at the cafeteria
and $3 at the door. Student Life
suggests you get there early for
a good seat, as floor seats
always go fast.
Coming February 20, Pillar
will be in concert. Carp said that
Pillar was not an easy act to get
but he is sure they will be worth
it.
The show is at 9:30 p.m. in
the Schilling Center and tickets
can be purchased at the cafete-

ria or David's Place. Students
and faculty tickets are $5 with
an I.D. and $10 for anyone else.
This concert will be taking place
over a College for a Weekend,
so tickets should be purchased
as soon as possible.
Also on the schedule for this
semester are Jazz nights during
the month of April. "Jazz nights
are always a great way to escape
from schoolwork and just come
and hang out in a great atmosphere with great entertainment," Carp said.
The courtyard is strung with
white lights and music, and
food is available to enjoy after
campus church for two special
nights during April.
"If you like, you can even
bring your homework and
enjoy the music at the tables we
have set up," Carp added.
In addition to these events, a
band night is also in the works
and for students to play, demos
can be submitted to Student
Life.
"It's a great way for your
friends to come out and see you
play and to gain exposure right
here on campus," Carp said.
For more information
regarding any of these events or
other questions, please contact
the Student Life office at ext.
2131.

Mission Conference Seminars
Tuesday, February 10,2004
7 - 8 p.m. and 8 - 9 p.m.

1. Family in Missions - DH 1073
2. The Persecuted Church - DH 1074
3. Chronological Bible Teaching - DH 2013
4. Using Your Education in Missions - DH 2042^
5. Short-term Missions - DH 2046
6. Am I called to Missions? - DH 1114
7. Communicating Christ Cross-Culturally
DH 1076a
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SKATER: student

sees sport as saving grace

MIKKTROXKI.

VINES CENTER FRONTSIDE-Alderson's skating status has him competing in contests like the East Coast True Street Contest (ECTSC), in which he
scored a top 10 finish.

continued from page 1

"A couple of years into skating, I
met a Christian guy. We would hang
out and skate together. Eventually, he
invited me to church. At first, I was
cautious with all the Christian stuff
and acted more like someone from the
crowds that followed Jesus. Then I
slowly came to salvation," he said. "My
friend was an authentic Christian. It's
pretty amazing to know the person
that planted the seed in you."
After finding a new life in Christ,
Alderson wasted no time in using his
talents for the glory of God. Alderson
was selected as a member of Liberty's
Above and Beyond skate team his junior and senior year in high school and
his freshman year of college.
"Last year I was able to use my talents in a Word of Life promo video.
This summer I want to be a part of an
extreme sports summer camp pro-

gram. Skating is just a platform to
share my faith and the Gospel message," Alderson said.
Alderson is the first to admit the
temptations that are a part of the skating culture. As a Christian, he knows
how hard it can be to stand apart from
his unsaved friends.
"The sport is surrounded by sex,
alcohol, and drugs. Every skate contest has drugs available. Now instead
of going to parties after contests, I'll
head to Starbucks and grab a raspberry mocha."
Alderson has been motivated in his
life by his sense of self-expression.
"I'm not inspired by my skating peers,"
he said, "I've always been motivated by
DaVinci. He was a true Renaissance
man. I don't believe in the whole jock
stereotype."
Alderson is realistic about his future
in skating. "It's a hard industry to live
off of. You're really only in your prime
for like five to seven years. As you get

older, you think more about education
and the future."
In the near future, Alderson envisions himself teaching and writing,
ideally at the University of Virginia, so
that he can "be involved in the spiritual
lives of students in a secular campus."
Alderson and some of his skating
friends at Liberty are partnering with a
church in Bedford to begin a community service opportunity that involves
using skating talents to impact the
community. He understands that
teenagers are more apt to give their
attention to someone "who's been a
part of the skating scene."
Alderson is passionate about using
his ministry of skating to reach his
unsaved friends for Christ.
"We have a responsibility to be a
steward of our gifts. Being created in
God's image means we are to glorify
God because that's our chief goal in
life. We glorify God by bringing others
to Him."

EATING DISORDER

AWARENESS
P R O G R A M

Outside of salvation and
the privilege to worship, fellowship with other believers
is probably the greatest gift
God has given his children.
Lost people have friends,
but friendships in the Christian community rise far above
these relations because of the
common faith that ties them
together.
However, only some Christian friends stay in touch when
they part ways, and I have a
theory that suggests why.
Remaining close is not
dependent on how much time
was spent together or similar
personalities. Instead, the
ingredient for life-long Christian friendships is ministry.
When two believers disciple the same individual, play
in the same band or are mentored by the same person,
their relationship tends to
become solidified.
Relating this theory to the
mission field produces a paradox. Missions is the epitome
of service , but it also requires
one to leave behind loved
ones. Friendships gained.
The strongest friendships
that I have are with those
friends with whom I have
evangelized. You • really
glimpse another person's
heart when you share the
gospel together.
I daydream about getting
all my mission-minded
friends and planting ourselves
in an unreached tribe in the
middle of nowhere.
That is what Jim Elliot,
Nate Saint, Ed McCully, Pete
Fleming and Roger Youderian
did, and their vision led them
to die together in Ecuador. As
I read their story in "Through
the Gates of Splendor," I
caught a glimpse of the beautiful communion that these five
men shared with one another.
But this camaraderie did

not happen because they had a
similar hobby; it happened
because they were willing to

7 1v Free
isit

New
Customers only w/ this couaxi
New customer
valid 10AM-3PM
offer vs
exp. Feb. 28
exr.

February 19, 2004

L

7:00 p.m.
Liberty H.S. Auditorium

AJ Tamii

Sponsored By:
Bedford Public Schools
The Bedford Community Health Foundation
Virginia Cooperative Extension

Michelle Matthews, Dean of Women for
Liberty University, and a panel of eating disorder specialists will speak and facilitate
discussion on eating disorders

risk their life for the same
goal.
Jesus told his disciples that
following him may require
them to leave "houses, or
brothers, or sisters, or father,
or mother or children...for My
name's sake." (Matt. 19:29)
Serving Christ may require
abandoning many relationships, but Christ did not
include friends in this list.
We may have to say goodbye to certain friends we love
deeply, but Christians never
have to say good-bye to
friendships altogether.
I don't think God calls us to
be a loner, and those friendships formed on the mission
field—I believe-are the richest
friendships that exist.
Friendships lost.
But just as becoming a missionary will develop long-lasting friendships, it also will terminate some as well. No
friendship is deeper than the
union between a husband and
a wife, and God's providence
sometimes demands that this
friendship end.
The wife of Roger Youderian, a martyr, knows this reality all too well. Her perspective in the face of her husband's demise provides a
great example of an eternal
perspective. The night she
found out about his death, she
recorded this in her journal:
"Tonight the Captain told
us of his finding four bodies in
the river."
"One had on a tee-shirt and
blue jeans. Roj was the only
one who wore them....God
gave me this verse two days
ago, Psalm 48:14, 'For this
God is our God for ever and
ever; He will be our Guide
even unto death.' As I came
face to face with the news of
Roj's death, my heart was
filled with praise. He is worthy
of his homegoirtg. Help me,
Lord, to be both mummy and
daddy (quoted by John Piper,
Let the Nations Be Glad, 91)."

Call 846-6901
Located next to RMWC
2486 Rivermont Ave. Suite 102
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FTLA competes in mock trial SMA jumpstarts real life connections
By Ben Eppard
EDITOR -IN-CHIEF

PHOTO PROVIDKII

WINNING COMBINATION-A group of Liberty students traveled down to Greenville, S.C. to compete in a mock
trial, in which they won the first round. The mock trial presented a great opportunity to gain experience.
By Brandon Bryant
NEWS REPORTER

Pre-law students at
Liberty are preparing to
fight for the rights of
American citizens when
lawyers are needed the
most. Many occupations
provide chances for job
seekers to get practice
through hands-on experience, but not everyone
takes the opportunity to
become involved.
However, students participating in the Future
Trial Lawyers Association
recently competed in a
mock trial in Greenville,
S.C, where they 'entered
into the courts' in an
attempt to solve a life-like
situation.
Liberty Junior Brandon Osterbind, a member
of FTLA, said that the
mock trial was a new idea
to many of the team members. Osterbind said that
one of the best parts of

the trip was "watching his
team go at it." He also
said, "Seeing the personal
growth was incredible."
Seven Liberty students
participated in the event.
As the mock trial
began, teams were paired
up randomly as each
school's name was drawn
from a hat. Liberty was
the defense team in both
rounds that they participated in, winning their
first round by more than
20 points, but losing in
the second round.
Osterbind considered
the mock trial to be a
great opportunity to get
some "practical experience" in before he actually
begins working as a
lawyer. The team had to
defend a hockey player
who allegedly killed a fellow player on the opposite
team as he checked the
player while in play.
Osterbind wants to
"focus on building a team

for next year and on fundraising" and he wants "to
beat: Furman," the team
they lost to in the second
round. The Liberty team
plans to go to invitational
tournaments to get more
experience and to get prepared for the next mock
trial tournament. FTLA
must be involved in fundraising because it currently receives no outside
financial support from the
university.
Professor George Buzzy
is the faculty advisor for
FTLA, and according to
Osterbind, he allows the
students to learn for
themselves how to compete, but is willing to offer
assistance and answer any
questions that the students have.
Information concerning the FTLA is available
through e-mailing Brandon
Osterbind
at
bsosterbind@liberty.edu.

More than 20 students met
in TE126 last Tuesday night for
the first official meeting of the
Student Marketing Association.
The meeting, which had been
postponed a week due to
inclement
weather,
was
designed to develop student
interest in the SMA by showcasing opportunities for student
involvement.
The purpose of Liberty's
SMA, which is a collegiate chapter of the American Marketing
Association, is threefold: to create opportunities for real world
experience, to create networking
opportunities and to benefit the
overall academic quality of Liberty University.
During the meeting Jon
Skelly, SMA president, unveiled
the association's plans for
accomplishing these goals, primarily through various realworld marketing projects.
Future projects include the creation of a Liberty alumni database for networking, research on
90.9 The Light's current listener
preferences and the development of a marketing plan, which

would combat the lull in winter
reservations at the Wingate Inn.
"We've needed an organization like this for some time," said
Professor Paul Young, faculty
advisor for the SMA, "but I didn't want to be the one to start it."
It wasn't until last semester that
several students individually
expressed interest in starting the
SMA, an interest which Young
was excited to see come to
fruition. "Experience like this is
invaluable," he adds. "These sort
of projects are something you
can put on your resume and say
'I did this for a real company.'"
Marketing student Diana
Todd was one of the first students to join the SMA "As soon
as I heard about a SMA Chapter
being formed at Liberty, I couldn't wait to get involved. I'm
excited to be working with fellow Liberty classmates due to
their high personal standards
and work ethic. I hope to gain
experience that will help me as I
pursue my career."
Membership is not limited to
marketing, students, however.
Skelly proposed the creation of
technical support teams, which
could aid in the completion of

specific projects. "Students with
specific skills like graphic
design, for example, could really
help with these projects," said
Skelly. "At this point, we do have
to limit involvement in projects
to members only though, so it is
important for students to get
involved as soon as possible."
Joining Liberty's Student
Marketing Association cost $5,
but those wishing to access all of
the American Marketing Associations resources, complete with
job postings, will need to pay an
additional $39 for national
membership.
"Our membership goal was
25 in the next two years," said
Ryan Enoch, Vice President of
Membership. "About that many
showed up tonight, so we were
definitely happy with the
turnout."
The next SMA meeting is
scheduled for February 17 with
meetings every three weeks after
that. The officers hope to have
teams for the first project
formed by the next meeting.
Those wishing to participate
should contact Jon Skelly or
Professor Paul Young.

Pedophilia: task force ensures criminal justice
continued from page 1

He explained how these men
would search Internet chat
rooms for children and coerce
them to meet with them in a
secluded location. Wiita said
that one of the best days he ever
had was when his task force
captured
believed
serial
offender Ray Cannup.
"That day at the airport, Ray
thought he was going to meet
the 14-year-old girl he had met
in a chat room," he said.
"Instead, he met a big, hairy
police officer with a gun."

Wiita said his team found a
club, knife and duct tape in
Cannup's car. "I'm convinced, if
it were a real little girl, he would
have killed her," concluded
Wiita.
During the hour and a half
lecture, Wiita interacted with
the students and tried to keep
the material as light he could,
given the nature of the topic.
Students had a time to ask
questions and gain advice on
their future careers.
"I think it opened people's
eyes to an area that many people aren't aware of," said Laura

Branstetter, president of the
Psychology and Sociology Club.
The club hosts several events
throughout the semester featuring guest speakers who are
involved in thefieldof counseling or psychology.
"I think this event was necessary to show students that there
is a true evil in this world," said
senior Garrett Chambers, who
is also an officer in the Psych
Club. "It should be brought out
in the light to be known and
seen rather than shoved in a
dark corner."

Congratulations

Katie
Feenstra

You're lord and master of quite possibly the most versatile
automobile on the planet. Matrix is an entirely new breed of
vehicle-cutting edge styling, standard air conditioning, and up
to 180 horsepower with available 6-speed. Matrix is designed
to be whatever you want, including affordable.

® TOYOTA
Visit www.buyatoyota.com for details.
* Based on EPA estimates for 2003 5-speed manual.
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Opinion

"Law-abiding citizens ought to be
allowed to protect their families."
President George W. Bush
ST. LOUIS DEBATE, OCTOBER 17, 2000

Missing the mark
c

Gun control' attacks Constitutional rights

n late December of
2003, Morio Billings
invaded the Wilmette, 111.
home of Hale DeMar.
After
gaining
entry
through a "dog door,"
Billings stole DeMar's television, BMW and the
keys to his house. The
next night, assuming that
gabrielwasson
the intruder might return,
DeMar protected himself
and family by shooting Billings twice when Billings
entered through the front door.
DeMar is being charged in the incident in connection
with violating Wilmette's ordinance banning handgun
ownership, as well as being charged with violating state
law because he did not renew his Firearm Ownership
Identification Card (FOIC). Failure to renew an FOIC is
punishable by up to one year in jail, a $2,500 fine and/or
probation. After the incident, Wilmette Police Chief
George Carpenter defended the ordinance by saying,
"Wilmette homes are much safer without a handgun,
even if this situation on Linden [Avenue] last week was
replicated." He further added, "Wilmette residents are
much safer without handguns in their homes. We [Wilmette law-enforcement] see handguns stolen, used in
domestic arguments or suicides. Those are far more
likely outcomes than when you would actually need a
handgun to defend yourself." Interestingly, it took Wilmette law-enforcement an estimated 15 minutes to

respond to DeMar's security system call the first time
Billings burglarized DeMar's house.
The United States Bill of Rights comprises the most
critical portion of the United States Constitution. How
would we respond if asked what is the most fundamental
or precious right that we as Americans enjoy? As Americans, we enjoy a myriad of guaranteed rights: freedom of
religion, freedom of speech, freedom from cruel and
unusual punishment, freedom from self-incrimination,
etc. Notwithstanding these rights, the Second Amendment states, "A well regulated militia, being necessary to
the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep
and bear arms, shall not be infringed." This is fundamental to our literal and physical defense of liberty and freedom. Without the freedom to own guns, we as American
citizens could be powerless when it comes to defending
our other rights. The Founding Fathers, in their ingenuity, were wise enough to presume that government could,
over time, possibly infringe on the rights of its people.
Thus, an important safeguard against such an encroachment of our personal liberty is the right to own guns.
The unfortunate circumstance DeMar currently finds
himself in is yet another consequence of the current trend
in creating ever more gun laws. In U.S. Supreme Court
Justice Antonin Scalia's book, A Matter of Interpretation:
Federal Courts and the Law he says: "It would...be
strange in the midst of a catalog of the rights of individuals a provision securing to the states the right to maintain
a designated 'Militia.' Dispassionate scholarship suggests
quite strongly that the right of the people to keep and
bear arms meant just that. There is no need to deceive

ourselves as to what the original Second Amendment said
and meant."
Oftentimes, proponents of gun control laws will assert
that the Second Amendment is only applicable to a collective right to bear arms. Yet in reality, the text of the
Constitution, historical antecedents, and court opinions
all support the idea that the Second Amendment was
intended to protect an individual's right to bear arms.
In May of 2002, under the leadership of Attorney General John Ashcroft, the Justice Department declared that
the U.S. government had reinterpreted the Second
Amendment to mean that individual gun ownership is a
protected right. Prior to the May 2002 announcement,
the basis for the government's interpretation of the Second Amendment was U.S. v. Miller (1939). In this case,
Jack Miller and Frank Layton were charged with violating the National Firearms Act of 1934 because they were
found in possession of an unregistered shotgun with a
shortened barrel. The Court reasoned: "In the absence of
any evidence tending to show that possession or use of a
'shotgun having a barrel of less than eighteen inches in
length' at this time has some reasonable relationship to
the preservation or efficacy of a well regarded militia, we
cannot say that the Second Amendment guarantees the
right to keep and bear such an instrument."
Supporters of individual gun ownership contend that
the Miller decision merely addressed carrying a specific
type of firearm, not the right to own a weapon. Supporters further add that just because the Second Amendment
discusses bearing arms in the framework of an operating
militia does not necessarily equate to the right to bear
arms being conditional to militia involvement. "The
states' rights reading [of the Second Amendment] puts
great weight on the word 'militia,' but this word appears
only in the amendment's subordinate clause," said Yale
Law School professor Akil Reed Amar. "The ultimate
right to keep and bear arms belongs to 'the people,' not
the 'states.'"
A historically important right of being an American
citizen was, and still is, the right to possess a firearm. For
Wilmette Illinois Police Chief Carpenter to suggest that
the residents are actually safer because they aren't
allowed to own guns directly contradicts a right provided
in the Constitution itself and moreover, is tantamount to
proclaiming to all would-be invaders: "This house is
unarmed. There is no deterrent here to keep you from
robbing and harming us and since little is holding you
back, so come on in and take what you want." In DeMar's
case, he acted in self-defense, and as a result, is facing a
possible jail term!
Having a gun and properly using it should be a deterrent against potential acts of crime. John Lott's book,
More Guns, Less Crime is an authoritative book on this
subject and in it, he indicates that those in favor of gun
control would have the unsuspecting believe that to possess a gun in relation to defending a home is a form of
vigilanteism. Gun control laws are in place to protect
law-abiding citizens. The DeMar situation and the bigger
issue of escalating gun control legislation is another
example of the Constitution being compromised, all in
the name of "protection." Benjamin Franklin, a signer of
the Declaration of Independence, said, "They that can
give up essential liberty to obtain a little temporary safety
deserve neither liberty nor safety."

S p o a k U p : who would you cast together in a romantic comedy?

"Jim Carrey and Meg Ryan.
It would be a crazy mix."

-Reggie Knight, So.
Yorktown, Va.

"Sean Patrick Flannery and
myself. He is so suave, confident and he's so beautiful!"

-Grade Cornelius, So.
Warsaw, Ind.

"Arnold Schwarzeneggar
and Cameron Diaz. Neither
of them can act, so it would
be funny to see them
together."
—John Boardman, Sr.
Prince George, Va.

"Jack Nicholson and Julia
Stiles because he's interested in art and her dancing
would bring them together
like no other!"
—Amanda Medlin, Fr.
Greenville, N.C.

"Sylvester Stallone and
Fran Drescher. I think it
would be funny to see them
together because they talk
funny."
—Hans Blomquist, Fr.
Severna Park, Md.

"Adam Sandler and Janet
Jackson. He's really funny
and their musical backgrounds are different."
-Rachel Abbott, Fr.
Pittsburg, Pa. 0iUllimWASaoN
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Commentary^
Causing withdrawals: Bush
True love is self-sacrificial
proposes more drug test funds
In this year's State of the Union address, using student's humiliation at being discovPresident George W. Bush made it clear that ered is secondary in importance to getting
he wants to allocate funds to expand a $2 mil- them off drugs.
lion program that funded drug testing in eight
Student Garrett Dush, of Brookville, Penn.
school districts last year. He believes strongly told CNN that he does not use drugs and he
that keeping America's children off drugs is an has no problem with taking a drug test. "I don't
important goal for our country.
think you have to worry about it if you're not
doing it. So it wouldn't be a big
Bush said, "One of the
deal if any of your friends
worst decisions our children
found out your test results,"
can make is to gamble their
Dush said. He's right, druglives and futures away on
free
students have nothing to
drugs. . . Drug testing in our
fear from drug testing, espeschools has proven to be an
cially if everyone in a school
effective part of this effort. So
would have to go through it at
tonight I propose an additionsome point.
al $23 million for schools that
want to use drug testing as a
As for students feeling tartool to save children's lives."
geted by drug testing, that is
ludicrous. The only target is
There are groups, however,
laseymour
keeping kids off drugs, and
that oppose Bush's laudable
goal. Most notably the American Civil Liberties getting those who are using to stop. Random
Union (ACLU) and the Drug Policy Alliance. testing cannot be targeted toward individuals,
Some parents and school administrators are and while it is "targeted" toward extra-curricuagainst drug testing in schools are urging stu- lar groups right now, that could be solved by
dents, parents, and school administrators to testing entire student populations. The only
possible reason for someone to feel targeted is
say no to drug testing.
The first charge that has been leveled at if they are using drugs, in which case their perBush and drug testing advocates is that drug ception is a result of their guilt. In any case,
testing is not an effective deterrent to drug use neither feelings of humiliation or targeting are
by students. The Drug Policy Alliance states on sufficient reasons to not drug test students.
their Web site that "the largest nationwide
The third criticism of Bush's drug testing
study of student drug testing recently found no program is that privacy will not be properly
difference in drug use rates between students maintained and will lead to students being
of schools that have drug testing programs and punished rather than getting help for their
those that do not."
problem. Ethan Nadelmann, of the Drug
It is too soon to know for certain if this Policy Alliance, told CNN that "They're saying
study is correct. It is possible that random drug this is to help, not punish. But it always starts
testing is not an effective deterrent to student with that. And inevitably, the next shoe to drop
drug use, but drug testing in schools has just is: 'We need to punish people in order to help
gotten started, and is not widely practiced. people.'"
Only eight school districts were federally fundBush and the director of his drug policy say
ed last year to start drug testing their students that test results must be kept confidential and
he said is his
and without fund~" speech that "the
ing, most other
aim is not to punschools are not
"...a drug-using
student's
ish children, but
going to fund drug
at being discovered to send them this
testing because it humiliation
message: 'We love
is too expensive.
is secondary in importance to you,
and we don't
Also, schools
getting them off drugs."
want to lose you.'"
that are currently
Bush is correct
using drug testing
that test results
are only testing
students who participate in athletics and other need to be confidential and that the goal
extra-curricular activities. If only select groups should not be punishment; the goal should be
of students are going to be tested, the ones treatment. But Nadelmann and others say that
using drugs who do not want to get caught will punishing students who use drugs, which is a
criminal act, is somehow wrong.
simply avoid extra-curricular activities.
In order for drug testing to work as a deterIf punishment is not an option it removes
rent there must be a reasonable chance that a the consequences for unacceptable behavior
student using drugs will be caught. It is easy to and teaches students that there is nothing
give in to peer pressure when there is little wrong with what they have done, and that they
chance of being found out, so there needs to be do not have to accept personal responsibility
a greater likelihood of being found out. That is for their actions. All actions have consewhat will give many students a reason to say quences; that is the way the real world works,
no to drug use. Drug testing must be done in high school should not be any different.
more schools across the country and testing Students should not be taught that just
must be done in entire school populations because they are not 18 years old, that they
instead of just certain groups in order to deter- should be able to escape the consequences for
mine if it deters drug use.
their actions.
Bush is right, keeping kids off drugs is vitalThe second main criticism of drug testing in
schools is that it is humiliating to students, and ly important to our nation, and more funding
that students are going to feel targeted. How needs to go to drug testing in the hopes that it
can submitting to a urine test be humiliating? can prevent drug use in American's children
The only students who may feel humiliated are and get help for those who are already using
those who test positive for drugs, but a drug- them.
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With Valentine's Day just around the pay for my brother's youth group events
corner it may feel like the entire campus is and my various expenses here at college.
becoming preoccupied with the idea of Like my father, her acts of love may not
love. With our roommates practicing 80s seem earth shaking, but they are sacrifilove songs for Coffeehouse, and Wal- cial. And they have enriched the lives of
Mart's special on roses and chocolates, it's those around her.
When I graduated high school without a
easy to become confused about what real
love is. Is love really all about butterflies driver's license my sister-in-law took it on
and moonlit walks? Or is it about some- herself to take me out driving. Once a
thing
more?
Something
deeper? week she would find a baby sitter for her
Something that, if genuine, demands sacri- two sons and take me out so I wouldn't
fice in a way that nearly defies our human have to go to college with only a learner's
nature. Senior Silvia Gendi, a psychology permit. When my parents were out of
major, describes love this way, "True love town last summer my sister came over to
is always sacrificial. Sacrificial love is giv- my house days after a major surgery, so I
ing up something that means so much to wouldn't have to be alone after I broke up
you in order for another person to be with my boyfriend.
All of us have examples of sacrificial
enriched or to live."
As a pastor, a husband, a father, and a love. We can all think of a time in our life
grandfather, my dad has always been a when someone stepped outside themwonderful example of sacrificial love to me. selves to do something for us. "My dad and
Over the years I know nty father has made mom sacrifice for me everyday because
many sacrifices that have tested him they pay for my school. My dad works so
deeply. But what stands out to me the most hard to put my brother and I through colare the little sacrifices Daddy has made. He lege without any financial aid. He doesn't
took time out of his schedule to do taxes for want us to work so he sacrifices for us
his grown daughters and to take my daily. I love him for it," said sophomore
younger brother out to breakfast. I remem- Ashley Wasson.
ber all the Friday nights my senior year of
But this kind of love is not something we
high school that he took me out to dinner are born knowing. It goes against our very
and a movie
• -• ;-' •' '••• - •
nature and we
only
learn
because all
my friends "I remember all the Friday
nights through examMy sibhad made
my senior year of high school that ple.
lings and I
plans with
[Daddy] took me out to dinner and were fortunate
t h e i r
to have parents
boyfriends.
a
movie
because
all
my
friends
who displayed
Though
had made plans with their
this type of
none
of
self-denying
these sacriboyfriends."
love. But they
fices
are
too learned it
huge,
or
would win him honor and glory in the from somewhere else. My grandfather
worlds eyes, to me these little acts of love passed away three years ago. But while he
are what makes Paul Abbott, Daddy, the was on this earth he was an amazing, lovman he is.
ing man. He was the pastor of a Baptist
Of course my father is not the only per- church and worked as a baker to support
son in my life who has shown me sacrifi- his wife and nine children. His love for othcial love. My mother was a stay at home ers is what characterized this man.
pastor's wife the majority of her life. But
As Valentine's Day approaches take
when her older children headed off to col- some time to think about real sacrificial
lege she headed off to work at a home love. Think about the people who have
schooling organization to help pay for touched your life, and how you can touch
their tuition. Ten years and three daugh- the lives of those around you. "Life among
ters through college later, she is still work- people who love each other is the ideal of
ing so I can continue here at LU. She also happiness," said author George Sand.
continues to home school my younger
brother, help me with my homework and .
, ,
substitutes at a local private school to help J O y a D D O t t

letter
lii

c

e ditor
Dear Editor,
I have just returned to campus after a semester long internship in the White
House, working for the Bush Administration. I was pleased to see the Opinion article last issue, encouraging students to give President Bush another term in office.
I would like to take Mr. Belue's defense of the President to another level and
remind students what this man has done for our nation.
As an intern, I was involved in events with President Bush many times. I saw
first hand that this President is a man of integrity, a man who avoids even the
appearance of evil. We interns were told numerous times that we were expected to
live up to the President's high standards of ethics and morals that were evident
everyday. This is a welcome change from another President who would leave
church carrying a Bible in his hand, only to return to the White House and carry
on an "improper relationship."
I was sitting in my office at the White House with tears in my eyes, watching on
television as the President signed into law the ban on Partial Birth Abortion. The
Administration's commitment to raising the bar of morality, not only in the Oval
Office but also for our nation, cannot be overlooked. I saw behind the scenes the
President's determination to rescue the sanctity of marriage in the United States,
and his devotion to pro-life issues and abstinence education.
As seen during the Super Bowl Halftime Show, the morality of our country is
constantly declining. As citizens who have the privilege and responsibility of electing those who lead our country, we cannot afford to be indifferent. George W. Bush
has rescued the economy, eliminated a major source of terrorism, and freed a
nation while doing what was necessary to project this one, but he also worked to
restore to America some sense of moral sanity. As I sit writing this, the
Massachusetts Supreme Court has ruled that gay couples must be given marriage
privileges. In November, America cannot afford to elect anyone except President
Bush.
A message to those of you who "aren't interested in that kind of thing"-you
don't have to be, you just have to go vote. Don't think that by not voting you are
somehow exempt from responsibility, for a vote not cast is simply a vote with the
majority.
Sincerely,
Jaoni Matzker

FEBRUARY 10,2004

THE LIBERTY CHAMPION, PAGE 7

/ ENGAGEMENT ANNOUNCEMENTS

.

flgjL*-^J K
mm *"

AMBERWALLEY
AND
•RUSTY MARTIN
Amber and Rusty plan to
marry on May 31, 2004 in
Sebring, Fla. Amber and
Rusty are both from
Sebring, Florida. Amber is

Rachel and Brian plan to
marry January 8, 2005, in
Suffolk, Va. Rachel is a
Communications
major
and Brian is a Biblical
Studies major.
Engagement story:
Rachel and Brian met during a church softball game.
It was raining and they
began to talk when the
game was stopped. Brian
asked Rachel out on a date
the next week. They were
engaged
this
past
September.

JENNIFER
LEMPNERAND
RYAN MEAD
Jennifer and Ryan plan to
marry on August 28, 2004
in
Brunswick,
Ohio.
Jennifer is a Psychology
major from Brunswick,
Ohio. Ryan is a youth ministry major at Indiana
Wesleyan University, and
is from Ft. Wayne, Ind.
Engagement story:
Jen and Ryan met almost
two years ago while working at Merriwood Christian

majoring
in
Business
Marketing, and will graduate in May 2004. Rusty is
majoring
in
Communications with a
specialization in Graphic
Design and also graduates
in May of 2004.
Engagement story:
Rusty sent Amber for a spa
treatment finishing with
six roses and a note sending her on a hunt for six
more. The final rose was
at the local Pier where they
like to talk and pray
together. Amber walked
toward the pier when all of
a sudden she heard her
name from behind... Rusty
was sitting on a bench in
the adjoining park. He
asked her if she would
marry him, and she said,
"Yes, Of course!"

LISA BISHOP
AND MICHAEL
GRAHAM
Lisa and Michael plan to
marry on January 7, 2005
in Trenton, Fla at First
Baptist Church Trenton.
Lisa is from Trenton,, Fla.

and graduates with an
Associate Degree of Arts in
the Fall of 2004, eventually
planning to pursue a
degree in elementary education. Michael is from
High Springs, Fla., and is
double-majoring in pastoral studies and business,
graduating in the fall of
2005.
Engagement story:
Lisa and Michael met at a
district-wide high school
career fair on May 9, 2002.
Michael took Lisa to their
favorite seafood restaurant, and they were going
to Watch the sunset. As
they were climbing a cliff to
admire the view, Lisa
turned around and Michael
was on his knee, and asked
her to spend her life with
him.
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-RICHARD BACH

RACHELJONES
AND
BRIAN RUSTAY
Camp in Clemmons, N.C.
They began dating at the
end of that summer and
worked as counselors
together again this past
year. Ryan proposed to Jen
in November 2003 while
Jen was visiting Ryan during Thanksgiving break.
Ryan took Jen to a restaurant called the Summit
Club overlooking the city,
then went on a horse and
carriage ride through
town. The last stop was a
nearby housing development with a dock that led
out to a large lake. Ryan
wanted to take Jen there to
recreate a memory of times
they spent on the dock at
camp. The dock was prepared by mutual friends
with rose petals and candles, as friends rushed to
dash in bushes. At the end
of the dock, Ryan asked
Jen to marry him, and
through all the tears (the
majority of them hers) and
laughter, they're pretty
sure remembering her saying "yes."

RAELLE
LANDOWSKI
AND BRIAN
MCDANIEL
Raelle and Brian met four
years ago in Wisconsin.
Raelle
is
a
Communications
major
with a specialization in
print journalism and plans
to graduate in August of
2004. Brian graduated
from Texas A&M with a
degree in Recreation, Park,
and Tourism Science in the
fall of 2002.

Engagement story:
When Raelle and Brian
met four years ago in
Wisconsin, Raelle become
involved with the youth
group where Brian was
serving as a missionary
intern with the North
American Mission Board.
Raelle and Brian rekindled
their friendship when
Raelle took a semester off
from Liberty to attend a
community college in
Wisconsin, and Brian literally showed up at her
doorstep. When Raelle
went home for . winter
break this past holiday,
Brian came to her home a
couple of days later to
spend time with her and
her family. On Christmas
day they went to Hemlock
Park and hiked up to the
crest of a hill. This spot
was the same place they
had shared their first conversation, and it was where
Brian asked Raelle to be
his wife.

Education major from
Lynchburg, Va. Philip is a
Social Sciences major from
Evington, Va. Philip plans
to continue his work with
the National Park Service
after graduation before
pursuing the Lord's call in
ministry.
Heather will
teach physical education
after graduation.
Engagement story:
Philip and Heather have
gone to school together
since fifth grade. Heather
HEATHERLEE
was enamored with Philip
all through high school
MORRISON
and it carried into college.
AND PHILIP
Their freshman year Philip
began courting Heather.
RAY SCOTT
Philip
proposed
in
November at sunset in
Heather and Philip plan to Peaksview Park.
marry
in
May
in
Appomattox, Va. Heather
is a Health and Physical

Cristina is a nursing major
from
Peachtree
City
Georgia. Jerry is a management information systems
major
from
Horseheads, N.Y. They met
at the first home football
game of the 2002 season.
Engagement story:
Jerry had planned a
romantic day for Cristina
with a conclusion of a proposal at the "Star" in
Roanoke. Needless to say,
Cristina fully enjoyed herself and the proposal was a
success.

BREANNA
DENNISON
AND GREG
WHEELER
Breanna and Greg plan to
marry on August 14, 2004.
Breanna and Greg are both
from
Annapolis,
Md.
Breanna
is
a
Communications
major
with a specialization in
Graphic Design and plans
to graduate in May of
2004. Greg graduated in
December of 2003 with a
degree in History.

CRISTINA
HICKS AND
jERRYTRUAX
Engagement story:
One June Thursday after
work, Greg suggested that
they visit a park that he
knew of. He drove them to
a beautiful nature reserve
in Silver Springs, MD.
After a dinner at Red
Lobster, Breanna thought
they were "headed home."
However, Greg drove them
instead to one of their old
favorite places—a residential beach in the neighborhood where her family had
lived during their highschool years. Beside the
water Greg had a beautifully lit midnight picnic
waiting. A white blanket
was surrounded by tikitorches, votive candles,
and a dozen red roses that
lay beside a bottle of
sparkling cider with two
gold-rimmed glasses. He
spoke for a few minutes
about the love they shared,
before getting down on his
knee and asking her to
marry him.
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fun fact of the week

picks of the week
• 2/10 Elisabeth Elliott lecture

Since the turn-of-the-century, more than
250 billion Sweethearts brand
Conversation Hearts have rolled off the
production lines.

Elisabeth Elliott will be speaking from 4 to 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday
in the Schilling Center for all LU ladies. For more information
contact ext. 2590.

• 2/13-14 The Man Who Came to Dinner
Liberty University's Fine Arts Department presents "The Man
Who Came to Dinner" on Friday at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday at
7:30 p.m. Tickets are $6 for students and $7 for faculty.

Taken fromhttp://www.gwritlw.com/HMrttand/o«ndy.html

80s love
& love
spices up
Coffeehouse "ii

story—Love iij lyrics

By Carrie Frasz
IIFE REPORTER

ve got sunshine on a cloudy day.
When it's cold outside, I've got the
month of May. I guess you'd say, what
can make me feel this way?" (Temptations)
"I see skies of blue and clouds of white. The
By Amanda Smith
bright blessed day, the dark sacred night, and
I think to myself- what a wonderful world."
(Louis Armstrong)
ptal Eclipse of the Heart, Pat Benetar,
Familiar words to us all, these are just two
The Cure, and Michael Jackson. What
examples of the hundreds of song lyrics based
do all these things have in common?
solely on the emotion, love.
That's right, they will all be a part of the
It is undisputable that a large percent of
upcoming Valentine's Day Coffeehouse
music, from all genres, is rooted in the
2004. Student Life will present its annual
theme of love. This timeless art of romantic
Coffeehouse on February 13 at 11:30 p.m.
melodies extends back into history and conThe evening wiU be filled with songs;
tinues into today's top 40. Frank Sinatra
dances and acts that will take you back to a
best defined a love song as, "a lovely martime of florescent colors, bad hair-dos, and
riage of words and music."
unforgettable music. If you have never been
Paul McCartney had it all figured out when
to a Coffeehouse, you should know that
he wrote, "You'd think that people would have
there is actually no coffee involved.
had enough of silly love songs. I look around
However, it does serve the student body
me and I see it isn't so. Some people wanna fill
with the finest talents Liberty has to offer
the world with silly love songs. And what's
with a variety that everyone will enjoy.
wrong with that? I'd like to know, 'cause here
Every act is comprised of Liberty students
I go again, I love you, I love you."
that have prepared something special for
Love songs come in many forms. It might
the audience.
be a song to express love to a specific person,
Coffeehouse is Student Life's largest pro"Sara", "Mandy" and "Peggy Sue." Sometimes
duction of the year, and the planning
it is a song to give some advice on love or
begins more than three months prior to
define and explain love. Occasionally, love
the event. After the theme was selected,
songs are even heartbreak songs, describing
Student Activities held six days of trythe pain of love. Whatever the reason for the
outs and chose the acts that would
song, they have all been treasured favorites
eventually become the final set list for
for many generations, none of the words
the show.
expiring over time.
This is where the production
So, if you "Want to Know
by Student Life really
what Love is" (Foreigner),
begins.
Decorations,
turn to the radio for a defgrand introductions, actj
inition. Patsy Cline
Love is an
transitions and more
explained an aspect of
have to be created i n l
irresistible desire
love, "I fall to pieces each
order to make the show|\
time someone speaks your
to be desired
as seamless as possible. %
name. I fall to pieces, time
irresistibly,
This will be an exciting^,
only adds to the flame." But,
and entertaining night, so
then
the Bangles ask, "Is this
—Ro bert Frost
you won't want to miss t h i s ^ .
feeling an eternal flame?" And,
event. If you've never expert- ^
according to Andy Gibb it is an
enced it before, it is like no other
Everlasting Love".
Liberty event you've seen.
Many songwriters agree that love
Buy your tickets early from the dining
seems to consume our whole life. Percy Sledg
hall for $2 or the night of the show at the
said, "When a man loves a woman, can't keep
Schilling Center for $3 at the door.
his mind on nothing else. He'll trade the

T

keep me from you."
world for the good thing he's found."
Overpowering, but amazing...love is worth
Chicago expressed, "Baby, you're the
meaning in my life, you're the inspiration. every second. As Bill Medley wrote, "I've had
You bring feeling to my life, you're the inspi- the time of my life, and I've never felt this
way before." There are
ration." Or as Barry Manilow
few things in the world
said, "I could love you
that can compare to
build my world around
the emotion that you
you, never leave you till
can feel towards
my life is done."
someone.
"You're just
Love can also render
When you love
too
good
to
be true,
you a better person
someone,
all
your
can't
take
my
eyes off
Bette Midler informed
of
you...at
long
last
love
saved-up
wishes
her love, "Did you ever
has
arrived
and
I
thank
know that you're my hero,
rt coming out/
God I'm' alive," said
and everything I would like
— Elizabeth
Frankie Valli of his emotion.
to be? I can fly higher than an
Love, being something you
eagle, 'cause you are the wind
owen
never disregard, inspired Nat
beneath my wings."
King
Cole
to
write,
However, usually, your love will
"Unforgettable, that's what you
not want you to change. Billy Joel
are. Unforgettable, though near or
requested, "Don't go changing to try and
far. Like a song of love that clings to
please me. You've never let me down before
me, how the thought of you does
Don't imagine you're too familiar and I don't
things to me. Never before, has somesee you anymore. I wouldn't leave you in
times of trouble; we never could have come one been more...unforgettable." To which the
this far. I took the good times, I'll take the Beatles have to wonder, "Will you still need
bad times, I'll take you just the way you are." me, will you still feed me, when I'm 64?"
"Have I told you lately that I love you?
The late, great Frank Sinatra felt the same
way about his valentine, "...don't change your Have I told you there's no one else above
you? You fill my heart with gladness, take
hair for me, not if you care for me."
One of the greatest aspects of love is how away all my sadness, ease my troubles, that's
it seems to brighten up the world around us. what you do," Rod Stewart raises a very good
"Only you can make this world seem right. question. Is there someone that you should
Only you can make the darkness bright..." express your love to? Take advice from Bryan
(The Platters). Love has the ability to illumi- Adams, "When there is someone that should
nate every aspect of your life. "You brighten know, then just let your feelings show, and
up for me all of my days, with a love so sweet make it all for one and all for love." Do not let
in so many ways, I just want to stop and yourself regret not saying something, like
Willie Nelson, "Little things I should have
thank you baby," wrote James Taylor.
Many singers impart warnings on listen- said and done, I just never took the time, you
ers, heeding them to be careful with the pow- were always on my mind."
Love songs were written for the purpose
erful emotion. "Wise men say only fools rush
in, but I can't help falling in love with you," to inspire. Let them inspire you* to love, tell
explains Elvis Presley. Overwhelmed Freddie someone you love them, or show your love.
Mercury wrote, "This thing, called love, I just Use their words to advance some of your
can't handle it. This thing called love, I must own; make a CD for that special someone.
get round to it. I ain't ready...crazy little thing Borrow some of the lyrics that have carried
love over generations. If you are feeling
called love."
Dean Martin had his share of animosity especially intuitive, write some love lyrics
towards love when he wrote, "Ain't love a of your own.
kick in the head." Even Diana Ross told how
So, "At Last" when you feel "A Groovy
powerful and controlling love can be, "Ain't Kind of Love" "Eight Days a Week" ask
no mountain high enough, ain't no valley your "Sugar," "Have I told you lately that I
long enough, ain't no river wild enough...to love you?"

A itonjaiftic ©iijijerforfwo at tlje area's finest
By Lauren Hultz
LIFE REPORTER

t was once said, "The way to a
man's heart is through his
stomach." Not much has
changed since writer Fanny Fern
penned those infamous words, as
local restaurants are revamping
their menus for the most romantic
day of the year—Valentine's Day.
Lynchburg eateries are competing with one another to obtain
the most extensive guest list on
this special night. Whether your
Valentine's Day will be spent
with your significant other or a

I

group of your closest friends,
local restaurants are hosting
their own Valentine's Day food
extravaganzas.
Downtown, Main St. Eatery
will have a special menu for the
evening.
This
restaurant
remains
popular
among
Lynchburgers on Valentine's Day,
and reservations are recommended. "The food alone at Main St.
Eatery was worth the time and
the effort on Valentine's Day last
year," said junior Tara Magitz.
Also
very
popular,
Meriwether's offers casual gourmet dining in Boonsboro. The

restaurant is taking reservations restaurant, and Valentine's Day are offered everyday.
only for Valentine's Day and will this year will continue to make
offer both their regular dinner The Neighbor's Place one of the
Below is a list of the restaumenu and a special limited din- most recognized restaurants of rants recognized in this article for
Lynchburg. Its Valentine's Day your reference.
ner for two.
Isabella's Italian Trattoria is menu will include Valentine's Day
Main St. Eatery: 907 Main St.,
Chocolate-Covered (434) 847-2526
the
sister
restaurant
of specials,
Meriwether's. Located on Old Strawberries and special pricing
Meriwether's: 4925 Boonsboro
Forest Road, the restaurant will for couples. No reservations are Rd., (434) 384-3311
offer its full menu, specials and being taken for the event; cusIsabella's Italian Trattoria:
couples' specials on Valentine's tomers will be taken on a first- 3225 Old Forest Rd., (434) 385come, first-serve basis.
Day.
1660
Newcomer Benjamin's is locatThe Neighbor's Place opened in
The Neighbor's Place: 104
2002 as part of the Wyndhurst ed in Forest off of Route 221 and Paulette Circle, (434) 455-4300
community
in
Lynchburg. offers its customers "Great Cows
Benjamin's: 14900 Forest Rd.,
Already it has established itself in and Crabs." Hand-cut steaks, (434) 534-6077
the minds of locals as a premier fresh seafood and special desserts

appreciation for this very special day. Why?
Because Valentine's Day is the perfect
opportunity to tell the important peo
pie in your life how much you care
Endless love and romance
about them. For all you macho men
out there, or you emotionally
love Valentine's Day. I love everything
remotely associated with Valentine's Day. I unavailable females,
love the way that everything is enveloped Valentine's Day is the day when
in red and pink hearts, flowers, and kisses. it's the easiest to let your guard
When the stores start breaking out their down a little, and show someone
Valentine's Day goodies, Ifindmyself drawn to how you really feel. A simple,
the aisles of red and pink. I could spend hours straightforward note about
in front of the greeting card aisles, finding the how much you care is every
perfect cards for all the special people in my bit as romantic, or perhaps
life. In fact, I feel a slight twinge of pity for the sometimes more romantic,
man who will eventually marry me and be than a letter covered in
forced to celebrate this holiday with me in the hearts and kisses.
For those of you who may
same fashion, or for my children, who will be
the ones that receive the gigantic balloon bou- be tempted to complain
because there isn't that "spequets at kindergarten
Granted, I am a hopeless romantic, and per- cial someone" in your life right
haps my love for Valentine's Day stems from now, I strongly urge you to
this part of my personality. But even those restrain yourselves. Every one
people whose souls do not thrill at the sight of of us has someone that we can
conversation hearts or Hallmark's blushing express our feelings to,
kiss-kiss bears should be able to have an whether that be a best friend,
a brother or sister, or even a

amyjordan

I

parent. Instead of being so focused on yourself and the fact that you're not in a relationship, put your attention on the people around you that are just waiting to
be shown love.
This Valentine's Day, start becoming
the person that your future significant
other deserves by having a fun,
enthusiastic attitude about showing
love to the people placed in your life.
And as much as I adore
Valentine's Day, I feel that I
must confess that there is one
serious flaw with the holiday.
Since there is this one magical day of the year entirely
focused on love and friendship, it's somehow become
accepted that this is the
only day in which romantic gestures and kind
actions are allowed. And
you know what? That's simply
not true.
While Valentine's Day might
be the perfect opportunity to
express your feelings or to simply

reach out to someone you care about, it's just a
starting point. Every day should be Valentine's
Day for us, both in romantic and friendship
relationships. God has created us with the ability to love, and the ability to love deeply.
Valentine's Day is just the very surface of the
expression of that love.
So long after the conversation hearts and
the chocolates disappear and when the memory of that ever-so-romantic date with your special someone starts to fade, keep in mind that
people still need to be loved and appreciated.
Just because the aisles of the stores won't be
littered with Cupid decorations or red roses
doesn't mean that you can't show the people in
your life how much you adore them.
W. Soerset Maugum said, "The greatest
tragedy of life is not that men perish,
but that they cease to love." Resist the urge to
have a pity party, or to be depressed because
you can't spend the day with your significant
other. Take every opportunity available to love
the people around you, but not just on this
romantic holiday. Celebrate Valentine's Day
with enthusiasm, but this year, don't let go of
the enthusiasm.
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Vakijtiife's GiftsforIjer aifdlfhif...
By Sarah Metherd
l.ll'K! REPORTER

V

alentine's Day is almost here
and just by going to Wal-Mart
and to the mall shows that it is
a big holiday for romance and gifts.
Wal-Mart has almost everything^
to offer for inexpensive gifts that a
college girl might want. The store,
has many types of candies cele-j
brating Valentine's Day one way orl
another with their heart candies!
saying phrases like "Be Mine" or'
"Love" or "E-mail me."
The mall has gifts that can be"
more expensive but can also be more
romantic for what a girl wants.
What do girls want for Valentine's
Day? Look no farther than right here
at Liberty's ladies to find the answer.
Roses and jewelry are ever-popular
among LU's women.
Roses and flowers are always a very
nice gift and some girls said they
would rather have a variety of flowers
full of color or get a bunch of wild flowers. Giving the special female in your
life a subscription to a flower of the
month club is a way to go beyond the
typical Valentine's Day gift of flowers.
Many girls want some sort of jewelry such as diamond earrings and
rings. Junior Lesley Davidson said
that she wanted a dozen roses and
diamond earrings.
Senior Lacy Holder said, "I want
something totally out of the ordinary—
something
unexpected,
because I want to get knocked off my
feet!"
Some of the answers weren't just a
gift to get from their significant
other; others said they wanted to go
on a cruise with a bunch of friends or
to have a house on the beach. Senior
Linnea Hann said, "I just want a card
from my dad, because every year, he
gives a card for Valentine's Day."
Another answer was for a man to
promise her to be sweet to her every
day and to commit to showing her
that he loves her every day. Other
responses were to get a date, or to get

a man for the special day.
As mentioned before, many girls
love getting flowers, jewelry and
cards. Girls adore for guys to be
romantic and have
t h o u g h t^
out

.ove doesn't make
the world go round,
Love is what makes
the ride worthwhile.,
—Elizabeth
,_, Browning %
meai
ingful
present that
represents them
both. Show your
girl that you are
focused on her. Get something personalized, for example a personalized
frame or jewelry. A charm bracelet is
a fun idea, because then you can find
your special someone charms on later
special occasions, or perhaps just
because.
The Internet offered what the most
popular gift ideas for lacfies would be
and these gift ideas were mentioned:
book of romantic poetry, jewelry,
perfume, cooking her a homemade
meal, a gift certificate to the spa,
salon, etc., specialty gift baskets such
as a basket from Bath and Body
Works, a picnic, or taking her to a
romantic place.
Many girls just want to have a
romantic evening with their special
someone and it doesn't really matter
what the price is or how big the present as long that is coming from the
man's heart.

By Matt Warner
I.IKE! REPORTER

aving been the recipient of various
Valentines' trinkets over the past
two decades, I possess the ability
to
point
today's modern lady to a
t
i modern gift for today's modern
[boyfriend. I freely give this guidlance to you.
' Rule l:
Clothing, don't buy it. Likely, it will
not fit. Your man, in all probability,
will return it to the store where you got
f
the gift the second you look the other
way.
' Rule 2:
Pictures of your self are always a hit! In
spite of what you may think of yourself in
front of your dorm room mirror, your man
thinks you are beautiful. Head over to WalMart for a professional sitting or to
Riverside Park with a disposable camera
and a friend. Have some fun being creative.
Don't forget to present your portrait in a
classy frame.
Rule 3:
If you doubt that your honey will like it;
chances are he won't. If you buy something
in uncertainty, you have made a dire mistake. Unless you are positive that your gift
will be the craziest, coolest, and most cutting edge toy he has ever received, put it
back on the shelf.
Rule 4:
No cash. As much as we all love cash to
buy things we want, there is no romanticism
or even a hint of appeal in being gifted cash
for Valentine's Day. If your relationship is
so impersonal that all you can think of is
cash, then it is time to move on, sweetheart.
Rule 5:
Cash is not so bad when put into a specific
form. For example, a $30 gift certificate to
Red Lobster or a $10 certificate for
iTunes.com; so he can buy his favorite
album. Gift certificates are thoughtful and
personal, with a bit of freedom built in.
Every man loves freedom.
Finally, the most important statute yet;
whatever you choose to buy or make it must
fit these criteria: The craziest, most unexpected, enjoyable, and useful entity ever
conceived by man or woman. Good luck.

H

Thrifty ipoipcifts to renjenjber
whole day together. With this in mind, a
LIFE! REPORTER
perfect date would be a road trip. Besides
money for gas, and a little money for
ith Valentine's Day right around food, travelling to Charlottesville or
the corner, and only a few dol- Roanoke will make a memorable date.
lars in your pocket, you might be Sophomore Krystal Ross remembers a
finding it hard to think of a place to take wonderful day with her boyfriend.
your date on the 14th. With worries
"We left around 10 in the morning,
weighing you down on where you should and when we got there we visited the
eat and where you should go, you can University of Virginia. It is a beautiful
check out a cou-jj.
campus, and fun to walk around. We
pie of t h e s e ^ ^
also visited downtown where
inexpen-jF
there was lots of little shops to
s x v e
look around in and live music.
,
# ' Love is a fruit in season
Overall it was a special day that
placeslf
, . „ ,.
we will always remember."
that wiiii
at aji times,
Another fun date to go on is
make anM and within the reach
Bull Bucking in Boonsboro.
unforget-m
of every hand.
Although this costs some money, it
table date. ^ v-ri by Mother Teresa is minimal to the fun that you will
S i n e e"%
have. With your Liberty I.D., you get a
Valentine's Day^fe
dollar off of your ticket. With the cowis on Saturday this
boy atmosphere and the wild antics,
year, there is no reathis date can be unforgettable.
son why you can't start
Some other places that you can go
your date in the afternoon, and enjoy the
By Rachel Jones

W

for a date here in Lynchburg are the
Peaks of Otter, Peaks View Park, and
Blackwater Creek Trail. Although the
weather is not very friendly, you can
bundle up and enjoy the great outdoors. These solitary places are a great
place to sit and talk for hours and
hours. Leslie McCarthy, a secretary in
the School of Communications, recommends Blackwater Creek as a wonderful date.
"A great place for a date is roller
blading on Blackwater Creek Trail
because it is fun and free."
These suggestions are far from the
much over used Dollar Theater and
pizza that are date places for so many
people all over the campus. Even
though there is nothing wrong with
movies and pizza, Valentine's Day is
special and should be treated differently, even if your pocket contains little or
no cash. The most important thing to
remember is to just have fun with your
date and enjoy that special day.

TERESA RIVERA
Major: Communications
Hometown: Adelphie, Md
Favorite verses: Romans 9:21-23
if I could have anyone in the world stop by
for a visit I would want it to be: Madame CJ
Walker—thanks for the perm.'
Favorite movie: The Wiz, because it's hilarious.
Most treasured material possession: My
Bible that my mom gave me.
Accomplishment I'm most proud of: I passed
English with Professor Brinkley.
Favorite Book: Skinny Women are Evil.
If anyone could play me in a movie I would
want it to be: Queen Latifah is probably the
only person who could ever play me.
in my CD player right now: Michelle Williams.
What I'm most grateful for: My mom and my
dad, because they've shown me unconditional
love.
if I could only eat one restaurant for the rest
of my life: The Cheesecake Factory

The one condiment I can't live without
Ketchup, I put it on everything.
i

If I could be any fictional character I would
be: Scooby Doo, because he likes the same
things I do—to eat, sleep and hang out with his
friends.
Where I see myself 10 years after Liberty: I'll
be done with grad school, working as a successful businesswoman.
Favorite Superhero: Superwoman, because
she can fight in pumps and her hairstyle still
looks good.
What's most exciting for me this year about
Valentine's Day: Having someone to express
my affection for.
—Compiled by Amy Jordan, LIFE! editor

&if Outiijg Oif tlje Janjes
By Emily Scheck
LIFE! REPORTER

magine a rustic canoe drifting slowly down a majestic
river, carrying people from Richmond into the heart of
downtown Lynchburg. Offering a spectacular view of the
city during the late 1800s, children could swim and play in
the James River as people traveled by boat from the east coast
all the way to West Virginia. Imagine no longer, because
Amazement Square is providing people the opportunity to see
what it was like to be "On the James".
The latest exhibit at Amazement Square in downtown
Lynchburg, fashioned to give visitors a taste of the historic
James River and its impact on the city of Lynchburg and
the Central Virginia region, opened to the public January
10.
Former president of the Virginia Canals and
Navigation Society, Bill Trout said that Amazement Square
"has .the best canal exhibition in Virginia and one of the
best in this country."
This exhibit, highlighted by its 40-foot long water diorama of the James, allows visitors to the museum to
assemble a flat-bottomed bateau and send it down the
makeshift river. The river includes small docks and
canals, which can be manipulated to affect the water levels while portraying a somewhat historic flow of the
James. As visitors fashion their small boats they will be
able to view small-scale replicas of historic boats on dis-

I
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play next to the boat building station.
In addition to the extensive waterways
and replicas, "On the James" features a
"Rainstorm Exhibit" that allows visitors
to observe the effects rain has on downtown Lynchburg and the James River.
Coupled with the "Rainstorm Exhibit"
are four educational panels that highlight the James River area from Glasgow
to just beyond Lynchburg, depicting
panoramic views of Lynchburg's historic
downtown riverfront from 1853 to the
present. Small magnets depict buildings
in their historic images, offering pieces
of little known information.
Finally being appreciated as a major
resource, Lynchburg's Kanawha Canal is
Si - . W Will 11 11
just one of the additional features found at
the new "On the James" exhibit. Visitors WIN MB EVERYONE—Located at 27 Ninth Street in Downtown Lynchburg, Amazement Square offers
can expect to pay $450 for individuals fun for children of all ages with their new exhibit.
older than 2-years-old when they pay a visit to Amazement portraying the "Adventures of Lewis and Clark," set to open
Square, located at 27 Ninth Street in downtown Lynchburg. on February 14.
Open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday through Saturday, and
Amazement Square employees will be glad to answer any
1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday, Amazement Square also features questions regarding the exhibits or the museum. Call 845exhibits such as Indian Island and the Kaleidoscope area, fea- 1888. However, il you are simply bored and have nothing
turing music and painting areas. Those searching for the better to do, don't call...get out of the dorms, get out of the
perfect Valentine's date might consider the newest exhibition, house, and see what it was like to be "On the James."
I
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Comparison and debate are what make and recording four shutouts over the year.
sports fans the salt of the world. So, being Many argue (or Ravens fans, that is) that
quite salty myself, I've decided to write a Baltimore's trip to glory was the most difcomparison/contrast article for the next ficult, as they played no home playoff
few weeks. This week, with football season games while giving up only 6 points a
ending recently, I figured that I had better game in the postseason. The Ravens
offense looked like something you would
just get it out of the way. So, here we go.
Everyone likes to talk about defenses often see in an elementary school recess
being the key to winning championships. pickup game, as they went as many as five
I hate defense. To me, defense is boring straight games without a touchdown. That
and the opportunity to make teams not didn't matter. Baltimore forced 49
score points. There are, however, a few turnovers for the year, and without questeams that even I, your typical former tion, won the Super Bowl entirely on the
quarterback, could watch without a defensive side of the ball.
yawn. Below is what I believe (as well as
•
The 1985 Chicago Bears is not
the stats think) represents the greatest only the greatest defense of all time, but I
defenses of all time. The stats don't lie. believe the best team ever. While only
Unless a team won the Super Bowl, I did- losing once the entire season, the Bears
n't even consider them. Defenses win gave up just twelve points a game not
what? Also, the team must have held including two postseason shutouts, while
opponents to under 200 points for the their offense averaged nearly thirty
season. After all, it all comes down to points a game! They also forced 54
scoring. The rest is left to debate.
turnovers, collected 64 sacks and put up
•
The third greatest defense of all two regular season shutouts. With a fantime comes to us from Tampa Bay, tasy football type D like this, and Walter
Florida, where the Buccaneers of 2002 Payton running the ball, I can't think of
accumulated 41 sacks and 42 turnovers. any other team that comes close to a talPossibly the most athletic defensive line ent like the '85 Bears.
ever, opponents didn't know where to
Now I know what you're thinking. This
start at when moving the ball around guy is crazy! What about the '72
physical specimens like Warren Sapp and Dolphins? My response? Miami played
Simeon Rice. Tampa also took the hard just 14 games that year and gave up more
route to glory, as the teams they faced in points than the Ravens did... in 16 games.
the regular season averaged 8 wins, but The '72 Dolphins found ways to win, but
only scored 12 points a game against this with the change of how the game is
group. After winning a sub-32 degree played today and the lack of complete
NFC championship in Philadelphia domination, I don't think they compare
(although, is that such an accomplish- with these three teams.
ment anymore?), the Bucs pounded
Disagree? Tell me why and your
Oakland for their first Super Bowl in response might just get put into an article
team history.
I'll have in a few weeks. You can email me
•
The Baltimore Ravens of 2000 at thebottomlineguy@yahoo.com. But
shut down teams like no other defense then again, all of you really know that I'm
ever has, allowing just 10 points a game right, right?

Campus

Calendar
February
10- Student Life Ski Trip to Wintergreen, call 2132

The last of the "Big Three" for the Lady
Flames is Amanda Maska, a junior who plays
catcher. Maska is dealing with a shoulder
injury right now, but she is expected to drive
in at least 10 home runs this season.
Although these three players are nothing
short of amazing, they will need some help
this season. Wetmore will have to look to
some of his young players for some major
contributions. He says that experience is the
major difference between this year and last
year. However he did say that although
they're young and unproved right now, they
are cautiously optimistic and will catch a lot
of teams by surprise.
Coach Wetmore also said that he felt very

good about his team's offense and defense.
As of right now the Lady Flames are focusing
on bunting. "In order to be successful you
have to be a good bunting team," says
Wetmore.
The Lady Flames are looking to improve
on their 17-34 record from 2003. That will
prove to be a daunting task as Wetmore
recently announced that this year's schedule
will include seven regular season tournaments. The tournaments will take the team
down the East Coast, from Virginia Beach to
Daytona Beach.
This year's roster seeks success with combination of experience and youth. Despite
dealing with the departure of vital players
such as Mary Beth Kennell and Allison Terry,
they now must look to soar to new heights.

PHOTO PROVIDED

MASKA MACHINE - Amanda Maska looks to hit a ball early last season. She put up good numbers in the Big South.
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Lady Flames push win streak to 30 games
The Eagles never tied the score,
much less led, during the game.
The Flames came out for the second
half and held the Eagles to only eight
shots from the field. Winthrop was
held scoreless for almost five minutes,
and only scored free throws for over six
minutes later in the game.
Over half of Winthrop's 35 second
half points came from free throws.
Meanwhile, Feenstra scored 17
points for the Flames before Coach
Carey Green allowed her to come out
for a breather. It was not long before
Feenstra returned to the game and
people began to realize that she was on
a pace to break the school record for
points scored in a single game.
"I had no idea I was this close to the
record until Kristal Tharp came up and
told me I was four (points) away if I
went back in," Feenstra said.
In highly dramatic fashion, with 26
seconds on the clock, Feenstra
rebounded a shot and took a jumper to
score her fortieth point of the game,
breaking Elena Kisseleva's school
record of 38 set in December of 1997.
Feenstra also added 14 rebounds.
Another standout in Tuesday's game
was freshman Michelle Parker, who
came off the bench to score 10 points
and provide five assists. "I still have a
ways to go but I'll get there...Winthrop
LES S n
SHOOTING FOR A RECORD - Feenstra knocks down point number 40
gave us a run for our money," Parker
said.
By Megan Joiner
An injured Daina Staugaitiene went 3 for 5
SPORTS REPORTER
from the field, pulling in four rebounds and
adding four assists. Leonard supplied three
Lady Flames vs. Winthrop
rebounds and a game leading seven assists, as
It was Katie Feenstra's night at the Vines well as two lay-ups.
Center Tuesday as the Flames defeated the
The Eagles were led by Robin Curley, who
Winthrop Eagles, 79-47. In just eight seconds, scored eight points and captured a team-leadFeenstra won the tip off, rebounded a shot, and ing nine rebounds, and Ashley Carey, who
tipped in the ball to score 1,001 career points.
scored 13 points.
Feenstra is only the ninth player in Liberty
history to achieve such a milestone.
Lady Flames vs. High Point
"A lot of people don't know, but I had knee
surgery my freshman year and was out for the
The Vines Center was rocking again
entire season, so this is huge. I just give the Saturday afternoon as the Lady Flames defeatglory to God," Feenstra said.
ed High Point 63-50 in one of the most draThe 6'8 center went on to score Liberty's matic and aggressive games of the season.
first six points before Monique Leonard came
It was a rematch of the 2003 Big South
in with a lay-up, making the score 8-4, Libeity. Conference title game. Liberty entered the
Liberty led 42-12 at halftime, holding game first in the BSC while High Point entered
Winthrop to 12.5 percent shooting in the first tied for second with UNC-Asheville. The
half, while scoring over 50 percent themselves. Panthers were the last Big South team to defeat

the Flames at home in a 58-53 victory in
February of 2001.
After two minutes and twenty-two seconds
of play, Katie Feenstra scored the first goal of
the game on a jump-shot. Eight second later,
High Point's Sarah Haak answered with her
own jumper.
The Flames and Panthers continued to battle back and forth throughout the half, and the
Flames would lead by a margin of five twice
more before the lead began to slip away. A layup by High Point's Kate Jenner and a jumper
and three-pointer by Ralls would give High
Point their first lead of the game, with a score
of 16-14.
A tip-in by Feenstra tied the score once
more, but two-pointers by the Panther's Chan
Ingram and Martin increased the lead. With
5:59 left in the half, a jump shot by Feenstra
tied the score at 21, and then Feenstra tipped
the ball in to give Liberty their last lead of the
half.
"We didn't come out focused," Crystal Peace
said after the game. "We had to wake up,
because as Coach (Green) says, any team can
take us, but we got it together after half time."
High Point increased their lead from four to
seven in the second half, but Liberty stayed
aggressive. Two field goals by Feenstra and one
by Kristina Palaimaite decreased High Point's
lead so that a jump shot by Michelle Parker
could give Liberty a lead with 9:34 to play.
A three pointer by Tonya Tripp that tied the
score at 42-42, but a free throw by Peace
allowed Liberty to retake a lead that they
would keep for the remainder of the game.
The Flames would hold High Point to three
scoreless minutes while increasing their lead to
47-44. Meanwhile, Feenstra scored on two layups and a jump shot, giving her a sixth straight
double-double (32 points, 17 rebounds),
Monique Leonard would add two points
through free throws, making the score 59-47
Liberty with 1:34 to go, and Daina Staugaitiene
would add four points through free throws to
end the game 63-50, Liberty.
"At last night's practice we were in a slump,
but we came out in the second half," Aundrea
Dawson said. "They were a great team.
Everybody can beat us if we're not ready,"
Daina Staugaitiene said.
The game was Liberty's thirtieth consecutive Big South victory, a new school record.
They move to 15-6, 7-0 BSC, and will face
Coastal Carolina at home Saturday. Tip-off is
scheduled for 7 p.m.

Coast: LU Men
creeping up Big
South standings
Only Birm.-Southern
stands in way of the top
Continued from Page 12

Woodson struck again with a lay-up only
12 seconds into the second half. The Flames
held a lead of at least ten points until the
7:20 mark when Coastal's Moses Sonko hit
to free-throws to cut Liberty's lead to eight:
Coastal managed to get to within six on
two free-throws by Pele Paelay with 4:46 to
goLiberty answered again as seniors Gabe
Martin and Jason Sarchet took charge
down the stretch. The two took the ball
hard to the paint and got to the free-throw
line to seal it for the Flames.
Martin finished the night a perfect 11 11 from the charity stripe and Sarchet finished 10 - 14.
Martin said after the game, "The team
needed a little spark, so I just tried to come
out with some energy."
Gabe Martin finished with 20 points and
seven rebounds. Sarchet and Woodson had
18 and 15, respectively. Freshmen David
Dees chipped in 13.
Sarchet give Woodson credit for his
strong performance saying, "He does a
good job of distributing the ball."
The Chanticleers were led by E.J. Gallup
who posted a double-double with 22 points
and 10 boards. Moses Senko just missed
one of his own with 21 points and nine
rebounds in only 21 minutes.
One of Coastal's leading players,
Brandon Newby, who is averaging 13 points
per game, was limited to three minutes of
playing time.
Coach Randy Dunton said this after the
game while talking about Junior, Brian
Woodson, but may have made a lasting
statement for Flames basketball after the
game. "The game honors discipline, the
game honors intelligence and the game
honors toughness."
The Flames stay at home for two games
next week. Charleston-Southern comes to
Lynchburg Monday and BirminghamSouthern will be there Saturday. Both
games start at 7:00.

Announce: National signing day
Continued from Page 12

Next years t e a m will
have around 45 j u n i o r s
and seniors who will be
suiting up and leading the
younger players.
Karcher and recruiting
coordinator Pete Sundheim
announced the incoming
class Wednesday, February 4
in front of the media and
other persons. The class consists of 10 players who signed
a national letter of intent,
two transfer students and
one mid-year enrollee.
These new players "fit
into Liberty's program."
Not only in football terms,
but also in academic and
spiritual terms.
"I thank God for the
opportunity to recruit these
young men," Karcher said.
Florida and Virginia were
the two states that provided
the Flames with the majority
of their players. There were
three recruits from Virginia
and four from Florida.
Pierre Penn, a wide receiver from Heritage High School

in Lynchburg, tight end Eric
Weaver and wide receiver
Brandon Turner are the three
players coming in next year
from Virginia.
T u r n e r was t h e best
receiver in the area. "He
has great speed, great
h a n d s , " Sundheim said.
"Very elusive."
Another
recruit who
brings strong credentials is
Omar Kilgore. He is a running back from Greenville,
S.C. and has the potential to
be "another Dre Barnes,"
according to the coaches. His
senior year of high school,
Kilgore rushed for over 1,500
yards and scored 30 touchdowns in only seven games.
With the loss of Condin,
the quarterback position
becomes the major void to
fill. This was accomplished
through the acquisition of
transfers Brock Farrell and
Paul Troth. Farrell comes
from Saddleback Community
College in Calif., while Troth
comes from East Carolina
University.

Both of these players will
be fighting J.R. Barley for the
starting position.
Farrell, whose parents are
Christian authors, will .have
three years of eligibility left,
but Troth will be playing his
final season next year.
"A gift from God," was
how the coaches described
Troth. After deciding to
transfer out of ECU, he was
reading
Karcher's
bio
online and realized t h a t
they had similar mentalities. This led him to contact
Liberty, and the rest is, as
they say, history.
Defensive lineman Steve
Ackley, defensive tackle
Chris Drayton, wide receiver
Terry Grossetti, tight end
Corey Rasberry, center Britt
Stone, offensive lineman
matt Beard and defensive
back Josh Wallace round out
the incoming class.
"We feel like we have three
or four players in this class
that could become special,"
Karcher said while concluding his press conference.

Classifieds
Deadline:
4:30 p.m.
8 days prior to
publication
(434) 582-2128

Business Hours:
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Monday-Friday
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The Bottom
LINE

Softball: 'Big Three'headline the
ca

incoming talent for '04
Continued from Page 12

Comparison and debate are what make
sports fans the salt of the world. So, being
quite salty myself, I've decided to write a
comparison/contrast article for the next
few weeks. This week, with football season
ending recently, I figured that I had better
just get it out of the way. So, here we go.
Everyone likes to talk about defenses
being the key to winning championships.
I hate defense. To me, defense is boring
and the opportunity to make teams not
score points. There are, however, a few
teams that even I, your typical former
quarterback, could watch without a
yawn. Below is what I believe (as well as
the stats think) represents the greatest
defenses of all time. The stats don't lie.
Unless a team won the Super Bowl, I didn't even consider them. Defenses win
what? Also, the team must have held
opponents t o under 200 points for the
season. After all, it all comes down to
scoring. The rest is left to debate.
•
The third greatest defense of all
time comes t o u s from Tampa Bay,
Florida, where the Buccaneers of 2002
accumulated 41 sacks and 42 turnovers.
Possibly the most athletic defensive line
ever, opponents didn't know where to
start at when moving the ball around
physical specimens like Warren Sapp and
Simeon Rice. Tampa also took the hard
route to glory, as the teams they faced in
the regular season averaged 8 wins, but
only scored 12 points a game against this
group. After winning a sub-32 degree
NFC championship in Philadelphia
(although, is that such an accomplishment anymore?), t h e Bucs pounded
Oakland for their first Super Bowl in
team history.
•
The Baltimore Ravens of 2000
shut down teams like no other defense
ever has, allowing just 10 points a game

and recording four shutouts over the year.
Many argue (or Ravens fans, that is) that
Baltimore's trip to glory was the most difficult, as they played no home playoff
games while giving up only 6 points a
game in t h e postseason. The Ravens
offense looked like something you would
often see in an elementary school recess
pickup game, as they went as many as five
straight games without a touchdown. That
didn't matter. Baltimore forced 4 9
turnovers for the year, and without question, won the Super Bowl entirely on the
defensive side of the ball.
•
The 1985 Chicago Bears is not
only the greatest defense of all time, but I
believe the best team ever. While only
losing once the entire season, the Bears
gave up just twelve points a game not
including two postseason shutouts, while
their offense averaged nearly thirty
points a game! They also forced 54
turnovers, collected 64 sacks and put up
two regular season shutouts. With a fantasy football type D like this, and Walter
Payton running the ball, I can't think of
any other team that comes close to a talent like the '85 Bears.
Now I know what you're thinking. This
guy is crazy! What about t h e '72
Dolphins? My response? Miami played
just 14 games that year and gave up more
points than the Ravens did... in 16 games.
The '72 Dolphins found ways to win, but
with the change of how the game is
played today and the lack of complete
domination, I don't think they compare
with these three teams.
Disagree? Tell me why a n d your
response might just get put into an article
I'll have in a few weeks. You can email me
at thebottomlineguy@yahoo.com. But
then again, all of you really know that I'm
right, right?

m

The last of the "Big Three" for the Lady
Flames is Amanda Maska, a junior who plays
catcher. Maska is dealing with a shoulder
injury right now, but she is expected to drive
in at least 10 home runs this season.
Although these three players are nothing
short of amazing, they will need some help
this season. Wetmore will have to look to
some of his young players for some major
contributions. He says that experience is the
major difference between this year and last
year. However he did say that although
they're young and unproved right now, they
are cautiously optimistic and will catch a lot
of teams by surprise.
Coach Wetmore also said that he felt very

PHOTO PROVIDED

MASKA MACHINE - Amanda Maska looks to hit a ball early last season. She put up good numbers in the Big South.
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good about his team's offense and defense.
As of right now the Lady Flames are focusing
on bunting. "In order to be successful you
have to be a good bunting team," says
Wetmore.
The Lady Flames are looking to improve
on their 17-34 record from 2003. That will
prove to be a daunting task as Wetmore
recently announced that this year's schedule
will include seven regular season tournaments. The tournaments will take the team
down the East Coast, from Virginia Beach to
Daytona Beach.
This year's roster seeks success with combination of experience and youth. Despite
dealing with the departure of vital players
such as Mary Beth Kennell and Allison Terry,
they now must look to soar to new heights.
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Lady Flames push win streak to 30 games
The Eagles never tied the score,
much less led, during the game.
The Flames came out for the second
half and held the Eagles to only eight
shots from the field. Winthrop was
held scoreless for almost five minutes,
and only scored free throws for over six
minutes later in the game.
Over half of Winthrop's 35 second
half points came from free throws.
Meanwhile, Feenstra scored 17
points for the Flames before Coach
Carey Green allowed her to come out
for a breather. It was not long before
Feenstra returned to the game and
people began to realize that she was on
a pace to break the school record for
points scored in a single game.
"I had no idea I was this close to the
record until Kristal Tharp came up and
told me I was four (points) away if I
went back in," Feenstra said.
In highly dramatic fashion, with 26
seconds on the clock, Feenstra
rebounded a shot and took a jumper to
score her fortieth point of the game,
breaking Elena Kisseleva's school
record of 38 set in December of 1997.
Feenstra also added 14 rebounds.
Another standout in Tuesday's game
was freshman Michelle Parker, who
came off the bench to score 10 points
and provide five assists. "I still have a
ways to go but I'll get there...Winthrop
SHOOTING FOR A RECORD - Feenstra knocks down point number 40
gave us a run for our money," Parker
said.
By Megan Joiner
An injured Daina Staugaitiene went 3 for 5
SPORTS REPORTER
from the field, pulling in four rebounds and
adding four assists. Leonard supplied three
Lady Flames vs. Winthrop
rebounds and a game leading seven assists, as
It was Katie Feenstra's night at the Vines well as two lay-ups.
Center Tuesday as the Flames defeated the
The Eagles were led by Robin Curley, who
Winthrop Eagles, 79-47. In just eight seconds, scored eight points and captured a team-leadFeenstra won the tip off, rebounded a shot, and ing nine rebounds, and Ashley Carey, who
tipped in the ball to score 1,001 career points. scored 13 points.
Feenstra is only the ninth player in Liberty
history to achieve such a milestone.
Lady Flames vs. High Point
"A lot of people don't know, but I had knee
surgery my freshman year and was out for the
The Vines Center was rocking again
entire season, so this is huge. I just give the Saturday afternoon as the Lady Flames defeatglory to God," Feenstra said.
ed High Point 63-50 in one of the most draThe 6'8 center went on to score Liberty's matic and aggressive games of the season.
first six points before Monique Leonard came
It was a rematch of the 2003 Big South
in with a lay-up, making the score 8-4, Liberty. Conference title game. Liberty entered the
Liberty led 42-12 at halftime, holding game first in the BSC while High Point entered
Winthrop to 12.5 percent shooting in the first tied for second with UNC-Asheville. The
half, while scoring over 50 percent themselves. Panthers were the last Big South team to defeat

the Flames at home in a 58-53 victory in
February of 2001.
After two minutes and twenty-two seconds
of play, Katie Feenstra scored the first goal of
the game on a jump-shot. Eight second later,
High Point's Sarah Haak answered with her
own jumper.
The Flames and Panthers continued to battle back and forth throughout the half, and the
Flames would lead by a margin of five twice
more before the lead began to slip away. A layup by High Point's Kate Jenner and a jumper
and three-pointer by Ralls would give High
Point their first lead of the game, with a score
of 16-14.
A tip-in by Feenstra tied the score once
more, but two-pointers by the Panther's Chan
Ingram and Martin increased the lead. With
5:59 left in the half, a jump shot by Feenstra
tied the score at 21, and then Feenstra tipped
the ball in to give Liberty their last lead of the
half.
"We didn't come out focused," Crystal Peace
said after the game. "We had to wake up,
because as Coach (Green) says, any team can
take us, but we got it together after half time."
High Point increased their lead from four to
seven in the second half, but Liberty stayed
aggressive. Two field goals by Feenstra and one
by Kristina Palaimaite decreased High Point's
lead so that a jump shot by Michelle Parker
could give Liberty a lead with 9:34 to play.
A three pointer by Tonya Tripp that tied the
score at 42-42, but a free throw by Peace
allowed Liberty to retake a lead that they
would keep for the remainder of the game.
The Flames would hold High Point to three
scoreless minutes while increasing their lead to
47-44. Meanwhile, Feenstra scored on two layups and a jump shot, giving her a sixth straight
double-double (32 points, 17 rebounds),
Monique Leonard would add two points
through free throws, making the score 59-47
Liberty with 1:34 to go, and Daina Staugaitiene
would add four points through free throws to
end the game 63-50, Liberty.
"At last night's practice we were in a slump,
but we came out in the second half," Aundrea
Dawson said. "They were a great team.
Everybody can beat us if we're not ready,"
Daina Staugaitiene said.
The game was Liberty's thirtieth consecutive Big South victory, a new school record.
They move to 15-6, 7-0 BSC, and will face
Coastal Carolina at home Saturday. Tip-off is
scheduled for 7 p.m.

Coast: LU Men
creeping up Big
South standings
Only Birm.-Southern
stands in way of the top
Continued from Page 12

Woodson struck again with a lay-up only
12 seconds into the second half. The Flames
held a lead of at least ten points until the
7:20 mark when Coastal's Moses Sonko hit
to free-throws to cut Liberty's lead to eight:
Coastal managed to get to within six on
two free-throws by Pele Paelay with 4:46 to
goLiberty answered again as seniors Gabe
Martin and Jason Sarchet took charge
down the stretch. The two took the ball
hard to the paint and got to the free-throw
line to seal it for the Flames.
Martin finished the night a perfect 11 11 from the charity stripe and Sarchet finished 10 - 14.
Martin said after the game, "The team
needed a little spark, so I just tried to come
out with some energy."
Gabe Martin finished with 20 points and
seven rebounds. Sarchet and Woodson had
18 and 15, respectively. Freshmen David
Dees chipped in 13.
Sarchet give Woodson credit for his
strong performance saying, "He does a
good job of distributing the ball."
The Chanticleers were led by E.J. Gallup
who posted a double-double with 22 points
and 10 boards. Moses Senko just missed
one of his own with 21 points and nine
rebounds in only 21 minutes.
One of Coastal's leading players,
Brandon Newby, who is averaging 13 points
per game, was limited to three minutes of
playing time.
Coach Randy Dunton said this after the
game while talking about Junior, Brian
Woodson, but may have made a lasting
statement for Flames basketball after the
game. "The game honors discipline, the
game honors intelligence and the game
honors toughness."
The Flames stay at home for two games
next week. Charleston-Southern comes to
Lynchburg Monday and BirminghamSouthern will be there Saturday. Both
games start at 7:00.

Announce: National signing day
Continued from Page 12

Both of these players will
in Lynchburg, tight end Eric
Next years team will Weaver and wide receiver befightingJ.R. Barley for the
have around 45 juniors Brandon Turner are the three starting position.
and seniors who will be players coming in next year
Farrell, whose parents are
suiting up and leading the from Virginia.
Christian authors, will .have
younger players.
Turner was the best three years of eligibility left,
Karcher and recruiting receiver in the area. "He but Troth will be playing his
coordinator Pete Sundheim has great speed, great final season next year.
"A gift from God," was
announced the incoming hands," Sundheim said.
how the coaches described
class Wednesday, February 4 "Very elusive."
in front of the media and
Another recruit who Troth. After deciding to
other persons. The class con- brings strong credentials is transfer out of ECU, he was
Karcher's bio
sists of 10 players who signed Omar Kilgore. He is a run- reading
a national letter of intent, ning back from Greenville, online and realized that
two transfer students and S.C. and has the potential to they had similar mentalione mid-year enrollee.
be "another Dre Barnes," ties. This led him to contact
These new players "fit according to the coaches. His Liberty, and the rest is, as
into Liberty's program." senior year of high school, they say, history.
Defensive lineman Steve
Not only in football terms, Kilgore rushed for over 1,500
but also in academic and yards and scored 30 touch- Ackley, defensive tackle
downs in only seven games.
Chris Drayton, wide receiver
spiritual terms.
"I thank God for the
With the loss of Condin, Terry Grossetti, tight end
opportunity to recruit these the quarterback position Corey Rasberry, center Britt
young men," Karcher said.
becomes the major void to Stone, offensive lineman
Florida and Virginia were fill. This was accomplished matt Beard and defensive
the two states that provided through the acquisition of back Josh Wallace round out
the Flames with the majority transfers Brock Farrell and the incoming class.
of their players. There were Paul Troth. Farrell comes
"We feel like we have three
three recruits from Virginia from Saddleback Community or four players in this class
College in Calif., while Troth that could become special,"
and four from Florida.
Pierre Penn, a wide receiv- comes from East Carolina Karcher said while concluding his press conference.
er from Heritage High School University.
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INTERNSHIP

Lynchburg, VA
Thomas Road Baptist Church
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7:00pm
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30 straight wins

Bottom Line

Lady Flames win
30th consecutive
conference game

Pat Doney compares different
NFL teams
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T h e Liberty Champion

Flames tear at Bulldogs and coast against Chanticleers
Tim Dalton
SPORTS REPORTER

The Flames were on the road Wednesday
night against the Bulldogs of UNC-Asheville.
One of Liberty's sensational freshmen, Larry
Blair, led the way in an 82-68 Flames victory.
The win was the first at Asheville since January 10,1994.
Blair dropped 23 points, dished out seven
assists and grabbed eight rebounds in the
game for the Flames. Brian Woodson had a
stellar night as he recorded a double-double
with 14 points and 10 assist. Senior, Gabe
Martin, missed a double-double by only one
rebound. He scored 16 points arid had nine
rebounds.
As a team, the Flames had a good shooting night and finished 56 percent from the
field. Liberty hit 10 of 17 from downtown in
the game.
The Bulldogs leading scorer was Oliver
Holmes with 15 points. Freshmen Steven

Rush scored 14 and fellow freshmen C.J.
Walker had six blocks. Walker now holds the
school record for most blocks in a season
with 72.
The key moment in the game was a string
of four threes that put the Flames up 10 just
inside the halfway point of the first half. Liberty rode the momentum to a 39 - 26 lead at
the half.
The Bulldogs tried to get back in the game
as the second half opened but the Flames
weren't having it. The closest UNCA would
get the rest of the way was nine. The Flames
closed it out and picked up their third
straight win.
Liberty returned to the Vines Center to
take on Coastal Carolina Saturday night
looking to continue the winning streak. Over
4,000 Flames Fanatics turned out to see Liberty hit the hardwood.
The fans wouldn't be disappointed as Lib-

erty's defense forced 26 turnovers and had
18 steals in a 79 - 65 victory. Liberty spread
the wealth on offense as four players scored
in double digits.
,
Larry Blair wasted no time giving the
Flames the lead with a short jumper in the
paint. Coastal Carolina stuck around early
and tied the game at 5 - 5 at the 17:27 mark.
That proved to be the only chance for a lead
the Chanticleers would get. Jason Sarchet
hit two free throws that started a 10 - 1 run
for the Flames which Brian Woodson capped
off with two three-pointers.
The Chanticleers battied back again to
close within two at the 9:34 mark. The
momentum was short-lived for Coastal.
After sticking close until 3:06 left, the Chanticleers watched as Liberty went of a 12 - 2
run to close the first half and built a 34 - 22
lead.
Please see COAST, page 10

SUSAN WHITLEY

FACIAL - Gabe Martin goes up for a dunk over a Coastal defender.

Softball
Preview: LU's
young team
Seeks to improve on 1734 record from '03
By Chaquain Boone
SPORTS REPORTER

Last year the Lady Flames finished 5-6 in the Big South
Conference and 17-34 overall.
This was not the result they
wanted, but with every defeat
came a lesson that stuck with
every single one of the players.
So though they didn't finish
where they wanted last year,
they still have a bright outlook
for this season. The lessons
learned will provide the girls
with the tools necessary to continue improving, then improving
their fan support.
Needless to say they have a
good reason to be hopeful.
Although nine out of their 18
returning players are freshman,
they still have three players who
they can count on, and look to
for stellar play as well as leadership. One of these players is
Lauren Hahn a senior outfielder
and one of the leaders on the
team. She was selected to the
Verizon Academic All-District
III Softball University Division
second team, which honored her
academic
accomplishments.
Another one of these players is
Lindsay Schwind, another senior
who plays first base. She is one
of the few power hitters on this
team, and she is expected to
drive in a lot of runs for the Lady
Flames.
Please See SOFTBALL Page 10
LliS SCHOFBR

CONGRATULATED BY THE DOCTOR - Katie Feenstra gets congratulated by Dr. Falwell after she scored her 1,000th point Tuesday night against Winthrop.

Coming up in LU Sports...
2/14 BSC, 8:30 p.m.
2/18 @ Winthrop, 8:30 p.m.
2/21 @VMI,ip.m.
2/25 @ UNC-Green., 7 p.m.
2/28 Radford, 7 p.m.

Karcher announces the future for Flames
Wide Receivers and Quarterbacks highlight incoming recruiting class
By Andrew Martin
SPORTS EDITOR

2/14 Coastal Carolina, 2 p.m.
2/21 @ BSC, 3 p.m.
2/26 UNC-Asheville, 7 p.m.
2/28 @ High Point, 4 p.m.

2/13-14 @ Va. Tech Challenge
2/21 @ BSC Indoor Champ.
3/6-7 @ ECAC Indoor Champ.

As we head into the stretch
run of the Big South, support your Flames

MATT TRENT

HEAR YE, HEAR YE - Head Coach Ken Karcher addresses the media on national signing day.

How do you recruit for a team that
returns all but two starters from last
year's team? The answer is twofold,
start recruiting for the future and fill in
the holes left by those not returning.
The second of these two tasks,
that's a little difficult when the two
players lost were Aaron DeBerry
and Gus Condin. Both of these
players have been vital to the team
in the past few seasons.
DeBerry had been the starting
defensive tackle and ranks as one of
the best defensive players ever at
Liberty, while Condin has started
the past two years at the most

important position on the field, the
quarterback.
The first of these, Flames head
coach Ken Karcher believes he
accomplished. "I felt like we've met
needs (with these recruits)," he
said. "A lot of these men will be
able to come in and develop."
Developing is something that a
lot of recent recruits have not been
able to do. They have been thrown
into the fire early, forcing them to
grow up faster than the players who
are able to sit out a red-shirt year,
get bigger and stronger before facing off against opponents.
Please see ANNOUNCE, page 11

